ALTEC Engineering Corp. (760) 242-9917

19531 US Highway 18 Fax (760) 242-9918
Apple Valley, CA 92307 RandyAICP@gmail.com

BIOLOGICAL BASELINE ASSESSMENT & NATIVE PLANT REPORT: 20+ ACRES, SENECA RD., VICTORVILLE, CA

BIOLOGICAL BASELINE ASSESSMENT & NATIVE PLANT
REPORT

IN THE CITY OF VICTORVILLE, SAN BERNARDINO COUNTY

ASSESSORO6S PARCEL NOMBERGE6: 3135
REPORT #: 1 OF 2 - FOR CITY OF VICTORVILLE PLANNING DEPT.

THE WEST % OF THE SOUTHEAST % OF THE SOUTHWEST ¥ OF SECTION 15,
TOWNSHIP 5 NORTH, RANGE 5 WEST, SAN BERNARDINO MERIDIAN,
IN THE CITY OF VICTORVILLE, COUNTY OF SAN BERNARDINO, STATE OF CALIFORNIA

PREPARED FOR:

SAPIENT ADVISORS, INC.
C/O PURENDAR AMIN

18735 CLARKDALE AVE., #B
ARTESIA, CA 90701

PREPARED BY:
ALTEC ENGINEERING CORP.

19531 HIGHWAY 18
APPLE VALLEY, CA 92307

© REVISED - FEBRUARY 2020

REPORT PREPARATION DATE: FEBRUARY 29, 2020

EFFECTIVE DATE OF REPORT: FEBRUARY 24, 2020

EXPIRATION DATE OF REPORT: FEBRUARY 1, 2021 (REPTILE & MAMMAL SPECIES ONLY)
EXPIRATION DATE OF REPORT: APRIL 1, 2020 (ALL APPLICABLE BIRD SPECIES)

DISTRIBUTION: 1 DIGITAL ORIGINAL TO CITY OF VICTORVILLE

| HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THE FINDINGS AND
CONCLUSIONS PRESENTED IN THIS REPORT ARE
ACCURATE TO THE BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE.

Randolph J. leman, AICP CEP

CDFW Scientific Collecting Permit #11586

Certified Wildlife Biologist #43090

Certified Arborist & Tree Risk Assessment Qualified WE#8024A
Qualified Stormwater Developer/Planner #21595

Planning: Masteand &annabis CEQABiIological, Native Plant & Phasedrts Real Estai® R/\\Services
EngineerinCivil Structurdl Sod Community Rela#iVarketing Studies Fisca&Feasibility Analysis
SurveyindsPS/GIS, Construction & ALTA 10 Construction Management & Inspections



ALTEC Engineering Corp. (760) 242-9917

19531 US Highway 18 Fax (760) 242-9918
Apple Valley, CA 92307 RandyAICP@gmail.com

BIOLOGICAL BASELINE ASSESSMENT & NATIVE PLANT REPORT: 20+ ACRES, SENECA RD., VICTORVILLE, CA

TABLE OF CONTENTS

,SECTION PAGE
(0]

REPORT INFORMATION AND RESULTS 1
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 14
INTRODUCTION 15
METHODOLOGIES 24
NATURAL CHARACTERISTICS 25
FINDINGS & CONCLUSIONS 29
ADDENDA 32

TABLE 17 SITE SURVEY SUMMARY

PROTECTED & NATIVE DESERT PLANT LOCATION MAP

TOPOGRAPHY MAP

PROTECTED NATIVE DESERT PLANT LIST

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: MOJAVE GROUND SQUIRREL HABITAT SURVEY
MGS- CUMULATIVE HABITAT IMPACT EVALUATION FORM

MGS - GENERAL HABITAT DESCRIPTION

MAPS:

REGIONAL MAP

VICTOR VALLEY MAP

NEIGHBORHOOD AERIAL MAP

HYBRID AERIAL WITH TOPOGRAPHY

USGS

TOPOGRAPHY

ASESSORG6S MAP

RECORD OF SURVEY

ASSESSORS PARCEL NUMBER INFORMATION

PHOTOGRAPHS

REFERENCES

Planning: Masteand &annabis CEQABiIological, Native Plant & Phasedrts Real Estai® R/\\Services
EngineerinCivil Structurdl Sod Community RelaMarketing Studies Fisca&Feasibility Analysis
SurveyindsPS/GIS, Construction & ALTA 20 Construction Management & Inspections



ALTEC Engineering Corp. (760) 242-9917

19531 US Highway 18 Fax (760) 242-9918
Apple Valley, CA 92307 RandyAICP@gmail.com

BIOLOGICAL BASELINE ASSESSMENT & NATIVE PLANT REPORT: 20+ ACRES, SENECA RD., VICTORVILLE, CA

Sapient Advisors, Inc. FEBRUARY 29, 2020
c/o PurendaAmin

18735 Clarkdale Ave., #B

Artesia, CA 90701

RE: BIOLOGICAL BASELINE ASSESSMENT & NATIVE PLANT REPORT - [APN 3135-361-05 & 06]

Sapient Advisors, Indias requested a Biological Baseline Assessmasessmentand Native Plant Repoid
analyze theignificant impacts that may occur to the biological resources oPOthgross acrSite, lying
between Seneca Road and Villa Street, East of U188k the Mojave Desrt, San Bernardino County, as
mapped on thBaldy MesaC A  7Qu&ddSGS in theCity of Victorville.

The purpose of this Clearance Letter is to provide a current Site Review to be on file with the City and made a
part herewithALTEC, pursuant to your authorizatidmas made investigations and analyses consistent with the
property typeard has aalyzed the existing information and prepared an Assessorenimerousiological
resources (presence and/or abseramused surveysompletedor Desert TortoiséGopherus agassizignd
Burrowing Owk (Athene cunicularia) Site review foiMohave Graind SquirrelSpermophilus mohavensis),
Sharpshinned HawkKAccipiter striatus)all Owls andHawks, Loggerhead ShriKeanius ludovicianus),

L e C o nThrasbegToxostomd.eConte)j andother delineated birds. Alsafi Pr ot ect ed Nati ve
Repotois inclusive angerformed using accept@dotocols,practices and procedures, including the following:

~

0 Pedestrian field protocol surveys of the proje
conducted from Sep19, 2017 Feb. 17 & 18, 2018andFebruary 242020 with other visits to the
Site for Land Planning, Civil Engineeringand Surveyingard for desert annuals review purpases
A The Site personally walked by Randolph J. Coleman
A Certified Arborist and Tree Risk Assessment Qualified, WE #8024A,;
A Certified Wildlife Biologist, #43090;
A Scientific Collecting Permit from California Department of Fish & Wildlife, #11586;
A Qualified Storm Water Developer/Planneri QSD/P #21595 (by CASQA);
A pedestrian field survey of the project Site, Zones of Influence, buffer and adjacent properties
was conducted following established protocals applicable or as skxibed;
A There has beesomerecent scattered rainfall prior to the field survey. If recent rains occur,
regardless of the time of year, is a prime timeframedoious native (and potentially rare) desert
annual plantsTortoise owlsand all desert szies to be looking for precious watesources;

0 Review of California Environmental Quality & Endangered Species Acts (CEQA/CESA) information;

0 Review of recent CDFW correspondence with the

0 Review of the California Department ofityPatash &
Base (CNDDBRareFind3) for sensitive species, excluding riparian species;

0O Review of recent EA/ EI S/ EI R/'|1 S6s, Environment a

0 Review of the City of Victorville General Pl an

0 A Review of the Califorra Natural Diversity Data Base (CNDDBBareFind3) for sensitive species,
excluding riparian species since this Site is not within the Mojave River riparian habitat or manmade
riparian habitat (i.ecity parks, school sitegolf course);

If there are signi€ant delays with processing aagtitlementapplicatiors or any clarificationsan update would

be appropriate prior to the completing the CEQA Initial Study and sending it to the State Clearing House for
CEQA processing (i.e. Depif Fish & Wildlife reMew for Biological issues). The Consultidgborist and

Certified Wildlife Biologistwould like to have the opportunity, at a minimum, to provide an Addenda Letter to
the Local Agency within six (6) month prior to report expiration dates foCtearance etter. This has been
discussed previously with staff to avoid future issues relative to the preparation of the CEQA Initial Study being
sent to CDFW review process after expiration, near expiration or prior to final approval
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Consultanhas ompleted tle following education, workshops, designations and California Licenses:

20B71 Master Naturalist Certifidatghua Tree ational P&rDesrt Institiei (8 courses with U@dRside)

20071 De=rtPlantPhenology dtshua Treedtional PasUC Riverside anfiiNPDert Institute

2007 Desert Tortoigobgy &ConservatianCDRV/BLMIC Riverside aridNPDesert Institute

20071 Souh Coastiir QuityManagemebiistrict Fugitivéust Conbl (CV196307517796

20B- Large Branclpiods of California Workshefs-SoCal and USF&WS @ San Diego Botanic Garden

2087 Sea Turtle WorkshemFS Protected Res. Div., West Coast Region/NOAA @ Long Beach Aquarium

201015- San Bernardino County Plaiiipgrt CommissionBeview & Appval o€EQA StudiesRojects

2014 Arroyo Toad Workshop (The WildlifeiSasiddyego Chapter @ Mission Trails Park & Buckman Springs)

2014 Tree Risk Assessment Qualified (International Society of ArQenitfiidrArborist WED24A)

2014 Sustainable Communi@aPATS Conference: FeB, 2014 in San Diego

2014 California ChapteAmerican Planning Association Annual ConferenceAf@abealys)

2013 California Chaptehmerican Planning Association Annual Cer(fei2aysVisalia)

2013 National Innovative Communities Conference: 2013 (Oi8and®{@&fo mention as a leader may times)

2013 Western Willow Flycatcher Workshop (Audubon Kern River Preserve @ Kern River Valley)

2013 Yellowbilled Cudo Workshop (Audubon KernRReserve @ Kern River Valley)

2012 American Planning Association Annual Conferencd.¢% Dageles)

2012 California County Planning Commissioners AggobiagieBuisun City)

2012- Scientific CollegtiRermit #11586 (CaliforniarDepat of Fish and Wildlife)

2012 UC Riverside Fialud OtheCertificates:

y DeserEcologyy Field Ecology Botanyy Ornithology Geology
y Geographioformation SystergsseographicBbsitioning SysternggEducation&acilityPlanning
2011- Scientific Collecting Permit #11586 by California Depastmaamd &Yikdlife
201:-iLegends of the Fall: Exploring the Clandest
(Rare Autumn Annudl$pstructors Dr. Jandexdre & Dr. Tasha La Doux
@ UC Granite Mountains Desert Research Centédahtnjav@reserve & CNPS,

2011- Certified Environmental Plamxdranced Specialty Certification for AICP (1 of 33 in U.S.)

2011- Qualified Storm Water Develapandfl QSD/P #21595 by CASQA

2010 Certified Wildlife Biologist #43090 (dlife \Bocietyife Membeinc006- Western Section)

2009 Completed from C.S.U. Son®&aee Pond Species Survey Workshop (WPT, CTS, RLF species)

2009 Completeflom Cornell UniversBy3unit course on Bird Biology

2009 Wildlife Magament 3.Gunit course by Dr. Cameron Barrow, UC Riverside Research Center

2009 Ecosystem Managemé&iBunit course by Dr. Cameron Barrow, UC Riverside Resgarch Cent

2008 Palms Culture in the Southwest (2ldBgreational Society of dablbure (ISA) in Las Vegas)

2007- Jurisdictional Delineation of Wetlarusuf3%f Army Corps of Engineering training in San Diego)

2007- Certified Arborist WEEB4A and Life Member (20B6¢rnational Society of Arborigufieours C)E.

2007- Protocols for Botanical Reports {2dayDavisBodega Bay Marine Research Lab)

2007- Riparian Ecology & Plant Identification (attende€aliflapgve Plant Society)

2006 Vegetation MappindRedlandg dayi Dr. Todd Kea\Wolf, Senior Vegetation Ecologist, CDFW and
programdirecmof t he Cal i fornia Native Plant Society
of California Veggdn and Terrestrial Vegetation of California, among other books and resources)

2005 Mojave Ground Squirrel Workshop by Wildlife Society, CDFWIRRIGFeLVESt, CA

2003 California Burrowing Owl Sympbgvitdlife Society/Westerni@ei Sacramento

2002 Life Member: Sierra Club and Desert Tortoise CarneiiénhitSociety of Arboriculture (2006)

2002 Tortoise Workshop by Desert Tortoise Council (Life Member), CDF\M RitGFeE485 CA

1994 American InstituteCefrtified Planners #9892 (American Planning Association)

1993 Registered Emimental Assessor #05791; [Calif. EPA{BD8@EM ended in 2012]

1980 B.S. in Civil & Environmental Engineering from University of California, Irvine

1976- Peronally familiar with the general area; have completed civil engineeeiyg alamh@gpraisals.
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California Department of Fish & Wildlife: The r esponding ATrustee Agencyo for
Code §711.7, 81802 & CEQA Guidelines §15386(a)) of the state, to designated rare or endangered native plants, and to
gamerefuges, ecological reserves, and other aadasinistered by the departmeAtso,a fi Responsi bl e Agen
regarding any discretionary actions (CEQA Guidelines §15381) required by CDFW, include the following:

1 State Lands CommissionRegards to state ownéds over ei gno | and swch as t
waters and state school lands.

9 State Department of Parks and RecreationRegard to units of State Park System.

1 University of California: Regards to Sites within the Natural Land and Water Reserves System.

Native Desert Plantsi Federal, California and L ocal: The Endangered Species Act (ESAglidrnia

Endangered Species Act (CESA) and Local Agdaasg cover native species and subspecies of plants (Cal.

Fish & Game Code 82050 et sedpistings are based ky on sciencand te law requires recoveplans and
designation of critical habitat, although critical habitat has never been designated. State agency consultation on
projects affecting endangered species is required. Penalties for violati®h,a00and/a a jail term of up to

one yearTheNative Plant Protection Act provides some protection for endangered or rare native plants of the
state (Cal. Fish & Game Code §8190@13)and subject to review are the following:

The applicable State ar@zity of Victorville Municipal Code has the followindesert plants subject to review
and other less common and annual plants are delineated in the body of this report

(1) Desert native plants (stems two (2) inches or greater in diameter or six (6) feetarigrhatght)
Me s g u Prosepisvaa.) . (
Dal ea/ S me&osdlarsginesaana var.) (
Il species of the family Agavaceae
Cent uAgave Bdsaltin t  (
Mo j a v eructawschidigery (
Parry Nol i naMohhapairy) a/ Bear gr ass (
3) CreosoteBush [16ft min. rings] Larrea tridentatd (South American is Larrea divaricata)
4) Joshua Treesr{ucca brevifoliq
(5) 0 Beavertail Cactu@puntia basilaris var. brachycladdby California Native Plant Society]

(@)

O¢ O« O¢ O¢ O¢ > O O¢

The Siteand general ardaada lage variety of perennial[scatteredCalifornia buckwheatEriogonum
fasciculatunmvar. polifolium), Linearleavedgolden busk{Ericameria linearifolia),CommonSagebrush
(Artemisiatridentatd, Rabbitbrush Chrysothamnus nauseo3uSreosote BuslLarrea ridentata),Mormon
Tea(Ephedra nevadensisutleaf FilaredErodium cicutariun), Boxthorn(Lycium andersonjj and annuals
Filaree(Erodium sp). Invasive Plants ar&chimus(Schimus barbatysBromus(Brome sp])andinvasiveplant
speciesaand numaesus native annuals due tboththe springand autumnal annuakasonAll desert annuals are
highly dependent upon local rainfall and autumnal annuals can be very rare events due to the combination

Pursuant to CDFW informatiofmumerougliscussiongrom 2002-2014with Ms. Jonesand staff duringpther
Victorville projectg indicates that five listed or sensitive species occur intthjeg vicinity, excluding riparian
species $ite not within the Mojave River riparian habitat); and may be affected by tdpoped project

(Endangered, Threatened, or are considered Rare and maybe listed in thCHEBAR]CEQA Guidelines

815065 and £5380]) [Impacts to rare species, regardless of listing status (Federal or State) may be considered
significant under CEQA ahrequire appropriate avoidance, minimization, and compensation measures (land,
monetary or both).] Th®llowing speciehaveben i denti fi ed as fASpecies of
identification and protectionncludingall Raptors Hawks and Owlsas requestedursuant to discussiongth

CDFW and other public agency staff since 1989 with the Desert Tortoise.listing
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West Mojave Plan(WMP) and theRecord of Decision(ROD1 March 13, 2006)Biological Opinion (BO'i

January 9, 2006gndAmended Biological Opinion (ABOT Dec. 2007) an&IR/EIS, Habitat Conservation

Plans (HCP), Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACEC), Dsert Wildlife Management Areas

(DWMA), Off -Highway Vehicle, Alternative Energy Executive Orders and other issues:All of these

planning efforts by the US Department of Interior, Fish and Wildlife Service (USF&WS), California District
Manager oftheBurea of Land Management (BLM) operational i S
Environment al De v el o p mements de reitgationratliped e this Assessméneforr e q
potential compliance with all future laws and interpretations, guidedindsany subsequent judicial decisions
regarding the Federal Endangered Species Act (ESA) and the California Endangeresi/Rp¢CESA)

Attempts to be current with the relative issues of these ongoing and evolving planning efforts are made
regarding edangered species and issues within Southern California, San Bernardino Cagety,regions

West Mojave Plan and variousi®RBlanning Areas and specifically issues in the Victor Valley area.

Desert Tortoise: The Desert Tortoise, which is a Federal @alifornia listed threatened species is known to
occur throughout the region. iBlTortoise is the largest reptile in the asouthwestandhistorically occupied a
range that included a variety of desert communities in southeastern California, soutreta, Mestern and
southern Arizona, southwestern Utah, and through Sonora and n@thaloa Mexico. Today, populations are
largelyfragmentedand studies indicate a steady and dramatic decline over most of its formerAignge.
Tortoises have long beeorized as pets, collecting of wild Tortoises has further reduced the population. Wildlife
biologists estimate five to eigmillion Tortoises wergéakenfrom the desert by collectors between 1880 and
1970. I n the earl y 19 9ighlysontagions respirdtoeyidease infdcted Torgolse a n d
populations, primarily in the western Mojave Desert region. Thisdesbas had a significant adverse impact on
Tortoise populations throughout the Mojave Degeaieman hasot personally seewwild tortoises in this area
since thamid 1980 § tgpically, distantnorthwest of the Sitehowever,is not in the area as much ia the past

Mohave Ground Squirrel (MGS): The MGS is known to have historically occupied areas in thewestiern
Victor Valley region; information on current population levels for the spdweicreasing documentatiddue
to $1M=+ of MGS TrappingSurvey$ indicating the lack of presenaethe Victor Valleyandthe Site The MGS
is listed byCDFW asfi Treatened thereby givingspeciegprotection under the CESAhe species is known to
occur in the western Mojave Desert in portions of four coaritieluding Inyo, Kern, San Bernardino, and Los
Angeles The distribution of the MGS is quite limited as compared to the distribuboother specief§White-
tailed Antelope SquirrdWTAG] (Ammospermophilus leucuruaid Rouneailed Ground SquirrdRTGS]
(Spermophilus tereticaudys)The MGS is found in several habitat tyfpeshe Mojave Desert including
creosote bush scrub, saltbuscrub, and Joshua tree woodland communities.MGScarries its tail over its
back when running; the white undersidé gs r e f | e c.titis préyed upon oy @mericam Badgers,
foxes,snakesCoyotesandRaptors

Long-term drought conditionsedgr adat i on and destruction of the spe
habitat and isolation of populations appear to be the primary factorssnghe cdecéing Goleman hasever
personally seen M&in this general area since ther098bst to the norttof Adelantoalong Highway 38.

Burrowing Owl (Athene cunicularipand other Owls: The Burrowing Owland other Owls occur throughout

the VictorValley region; although, information on current population levels for these speaigswell

documented for the general region or $ie These are migratory bird species protected by the Migratory Bird
Treaty Act (MBTA) of 1918 (16 U.S.(8703-711).Theburo wi ng owl , speci fically, i
Speci al C o eFEVrthereby biwing théhamimal protection under the CEB#e CDFW Code

83503, §3503.5 and 83800 prohithie take, possession, or destruction of birds, their nestger e

Implementation of the take provisions requires that profated disturbance at active nesting territories be

reduced or eliminated during critical phases of the nesting cycle (Feb. 1 thru Aug. 31 annually).
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Sharp-shinned Hawk (Accipiter striatu3 and othe Hawks: The Sharpshinned Hawk and other Hawks are
considered rare by CDFVdjthough, information on current population levels for these species is not well
documented for the general region or the.Sites is a migratory bird species pro&ttoy theMigratory Bird

Treaty Act (MBTA) of 1918 (16 U.S.C. §8708L1). The Shanghinned Hawk, specifically, is considered a
ASpecies of Special Concerno by the CDFWTheCDF®Nr eby
Code 83503, §83503.5 an@8D0 prohbit the take, possession, or destruction of birds, their nests or eggs
Implementation of the take provisions requires that profated disturbance at active nesting territories be
reduced or eliminated during critical phases of the nestiolg c

Loggerhead Shrike(Lanius ludovicianus) TheLoggerhead Shrikis considered rare B§DFW; although,

information on current population levels for the species is not well documented for the general region
surrounding thé&ite This is a migratory lod specieprotected by the MBTA of 1918 (16 U.S.§703-711).
ThelLoggerhead Shrike s consi dered a fSpec CRFY, thereby §vyng thé amiimnal Co n ¢
protection under the CESAhe CDFW Code 83503, §3503.5 and 83800 prohitwt take, pssessionor

destruction of birds, their nests or egigsplementation of the take provisions requires that proglated

disturbance at active nesting territories be reduced or eliminated during critical phases of the nesting cycle.

L e C o nThradgher (Toxostomd.eConté): TheL e Co nThrasbes s consi dered rare an
Speci al QbR althongh, infogmation on current population levels for the species is not well
documentedor this Site.This is a migratory bird species protectsdthe MBTA of 1918 (16 U.S.C. §70311)

and undeprotection under the CESAhe CDFW Code 83503, 83503.5 and §3800 prohibé take,

possession, or destruction of birds, their nests or. damgdementation of the take provisions requires that
projectrelated diturbance at active nesting territories be reduced or eliminated during critical phases of the
nesting cycle.
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SUMMARY INFORMATION

Assessmentare completed to adequately determine the biological impacts of the prigedd preparation of
ervironmental documentatiolCEQA-IS MitigatedNegative Declaration, NOD, EIR, etc.) for tB#e and
according to protocols, sii be conduadand shall be specifically as Mitigations and Recommendations as part
of the CEQA Initial Study during the jurigdional approval process by the local agei@FwW may then
inform the local jurisdiction with legal entitlement authority of additionalgation measuresr information
that should be incorporated into the documeirgs@onditions of Approvaby thePlanningDept) to address
systematicallybiological issuesThe Biological Assessment and Native Plant Repay be submitted to
CDFW for separateeview. The futureCEQA Court Decisions and interpretaticarsdimplementatios by
CDFW, local agencies aralirrent and subsequent Department of Interior Federal RegistéPg@téion to
Down Listo of the Arroyo Toad from Endangered to Threateh&larch 27, 2014and other related issuet
the West Mojave Plamay orwill continue tacause unknown changesall environmental revieyprocesss

Discussion of Streambed AlterationBlue-Line Stream on USGS Maps andJpstream Stormwaters

"A Review of Stream Processes and Forms in Dryland Watersheds: €ED&&@mber 201® The Site has the
following attributeswhich any one item would be relative for the requirement of a Streambed Alteration Permit
by CDRW:

A Site: Does not have a USGS delineafe® | ue L i el ulSiate érainsidto thdojave River

A USGS BlueLine Stream: The nearest iwesterlyabout 1.5 milesand is the dominar®ro Grande Wash
running from the community of Phelan and into the Mojave Ravéfictorville. ThisWasldé s hy dr ol o g
does nohave thaequired volume of storm water dischargaffectthis Sitein a 100year event

A 100-Year-Flood Plain Designation:The Site is not within a "Designated Flood Plain".

A Dominate Upstream Desert Alluvial Fan Channel: The Ste does not have a "Dominate upstream desert
alluvial fan channel" that has become undefined due to lower slopeaidohd of typical desert type
alluvial fan morphology, therefore no potentially significant upstrearsitdiconcentrated ogsheet flows
are formed from an alluvial fan that would be of an issue impacting thél8@aearest location of this
type is alout 600 feet easterly of the Site with upstream improved channels at the neviavt/al

A Mojave River & Riparian Corridor: The Mojave Rieris the dominate blubne stream of the Western
Mojave Desert (tributary drainage area from the northerly sidestbfthe Samernardincand San
GabrielMountain rangesand ending at Soda and Silver Dry Lakeger100 milesfrom theSite.

A Discusson of Ephemeral Natural Drainage Course(s): The Site doesothave ag "SignificantNative or
AlteredE p h e me rinage doursle(s)bisecting the Sitde City of Victorville (Upstream Development

A or Road improvemenjgypically concentrasthe flows d these naturdlIEphemeraDrainageCourses.

OTHER

A Aspect & Topography IssuesThe topographyrasa 1.8% sloperad a local customargspect fortheast
and ultimate draiginto theMojave River Thelocal customanaspect ifortheasthasalower levd of
erosiity potential sedimentary transport and debris deposition during storm events.

A Road Issues:Typically, rorth-south roads bisect sheet flows and natural drainage coursesrantkre
stormwater flows along these r@ashtil the water surfacesino longer contained and breaks free of the
road improvements (paved roads, graded dirt and unimproved dirt rodd$earcontinue in a newer
location in the local customafporth-northeastpspect to the Mojave River.

A Hydrology Report & Issues:A Report was prepared and did not contain any other relative information

A Observable Upstream diversions: Observable Drersions from upstream suburban development; public
infrastructure and specifically the California Aqueduct have permanently altered the areas upstream
hydrology and have no existing or future potential effect of the Site
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SUMMARY INFORMATION - CONTINUED

Wildland Fire hasa long history is this general area becauséfigher density of vegetation amtreases in
invasive grasssand othenornnativeplant species have historically and will continue to impact native desert
adversely The site has haal historcal wildland fire based upon the existing mosaic of natagetation

Habitat Fragmentation has bothnatural (i.e. Mojave River RipariaiVildland Firesand Intermontan&ky

Islandissue$ and anthropogenic barriers and boundaries, for vaspesies, fiecting regional desert habitat

zone fragmentatiofrom Highways 18, 58, 66, 247 and 395, Interstates 15 and 40, California Aqueduct

Railroad, Utility Corridors, all types of militarpublic facilities, agriculture, residential, industriedmmercial
developmenthatlimit overall terrestrial migration and gene pool diversity in fadmdale/LancastgYictor

Valley (Apple Valley, Adelanto, Hesperiictorville) and surrounding communities [Spring Valley Lake,

Helendale, Silver Lake®ak Hills, PinionHills, and Phelapsincethdi Post Wor |l d War | | Er i

Special Statudor Federal, State of California and Localspeciesare now legally identifiedas following

9 Federal Endangeredconsists of animal or plant species, subspecies or vatigtiiegsgerof extinction
throughout all or a significant portion of their range. These are considered "Fedlstadly or "listed"
because a final rule has been published irFgderal Register

1 Federal Threatenedconsists of species, subspecies oretas$ likdy to become endangered within the
foreseeable future throughout all or a significant portion of their range. These are considered "Federally
listed" or "listed" because a final rule has been published iRdteral Register

9 Federal Proposedendangered othreatened are those species, subspecies or varieties for which a proposed
regulation, but not a final rule, has been published ifrdteral Register

9 Federal Candidatespecies, subspecies or varieties are being considered for listing agenedeof
threatened, but a proposed regulation has not yet been publishedrauéral Register

9 California State Endangeredanimals or plants are in serious danger of becoming extinct throughout all, or
a significant portion, of their range due to @arenore cases, including loss of habitat, ovexploitation,
competition or disease.

i California State Threatenedanimals or plants, although not presently threatened with extinction, are likely
to become endangered in the foreseeable future without kpeatiecton and management efforts.

i California State Rare plants or animals, although not presently threatened with extinction, are in small
numbers throughout their range that they may become endangered if their present environment worsens.

9 Bureau of Land Managemant Sensitiveanimals or plants are not on federal or state lists as endangered or
threatenedbut are designated by the BLM State Director for special management consideration

GRANT RESEARCH INFORMATION:

San Bernardino County received a $400,00 Grat (March 2014) to study the environmergékectsof
Alternative Energy projects and issues brought up at Planning Commission are the following:

T Photovoltaic Panels and their fLake Effecto f

1 Wind projects blads impadhg birds (i.e. Vultures, Golden Eagles and threatened bat species)

1 Thermal projects (i.eBrightso u r ®ew&r3 ower literally burning birds at new projeaslvanpah

9 Alluvial & Aeolian - Erosion from altered natural stormwater courmed windblown dust issues

9 Carbon Sequestratiorsoil-surface disturbancéssues

9 Fluvial i The delicate combinain of soils and water movement (Sand Dunes type issues)

1 Wildlife Linkages for species movement and diversity of genetic issues
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BIOLOGICAL BASELINE ASSESSMENT & NATIVE PLANT REPORT: 20+ ACRES, SENECA RD., VICTORVILLE, CA

SUMMARY INFORMATION - CONTINUED

Desert Tortoise (Gopherus agassizii)No Tortoises or active/potentially active burrows were encountered on

the Site during théeld survey Also, no other signs (e.g. scats, tracks, shell fragments) were found, which

would indicate habitat astilization of the SiteThe #At aked of this species, whi
pur sue, et c. AdiionalysTopbpobebi aednét typically found at
elevation at thiSite is 3,468+/to 3,441+f feet. Coleman has not personally seen tortoises in this area since the
1970 6asd required planning and biological assessments on adjackmzay nearby project$he Addenda

includes Table 1 Site Survey Summary for the Desert Tortoise (modified for atfative species per CDFW)

MITIGATION AND RECOMMENDATION: Prior to any grading activities afttEEBRUARY 29, 202Gand
if thereis a hpse of 30 days of construction activities on the Site thereafter, an assdsstent y5iteO n
and 506f o ot  bhallbd cempleteédind aClearance Lettershall be provided to the Local Agency
prior to any land disturbancfhis Site has no legal judgctional approvals for development, at this time,
and another Site review will be required prior to development.]

OTHER INFORMATION:  If Tortoises are observed on the Site in the future, all activities shall be stopped
and CDFW contacted to discuss puial mitigation measures.

Mohave Ground Squirrels (Spermophilus mohavensi$fiGS were not encountered on tBite during the field

survey Colemanhas ever personally seen MGS .iTypicatlyhthesnaigye ner al
solitary MGSaestivates and hibernates when the weather is at the extremes and when food is scarce. (The
White-tailed Antelope SquirrdWTAG], which occurs withn its rangeremains active during éiseperiods.)

Although, the M5Sis also known to occur in the northerickr Valley regionjt is not known to have ever
inhabitedthis Site [The closest longerm sightings of MGS are northsterly in T6North, R5West, Section#11,

just north of the Southern California Logistics Airport (George AFB in continuous use sirc@tide 0Thies )

recent sighting cAcn MGS was from a trapping in 2004 by CalTrans at Colusa and Highway 395 (T6N, R5W,
Secton#8; as reported by Becky Jones orl@a4)] but little new local approval activity since 2007

MITIGATION AND RECOMMENDATION: No Mitigation is required based upon curr&ite conditions.

OTHER INFORMATION:  If MGS are observed on the Site iretfuture, all activities shall be stopped and
CDFW contacted to discuss potential mitigation meas({ife€ DFW considers the Sitascritical habitat a
focused trapping study costiagpout$25,000($25,000++ for each gridanda maximum area of 80 acrpsr
grid) between the various costlatedwith process could be required. TM&S trapping is during the
spring seasowith numerous mtocols(starting in Aprilwith the first of threé (3) trappings lasting one
week eachandthe timeframe t@atisfy dl responsible agencieas late August foCDFW response at a
minimum. Also, a 2081 Permit [incidental take permit under the CESA] wbale to be obtained
Mitigation for a 2081 Permit could include acquisition of compensatory habitat at a minimurtid.:1 ra
Assuming the associated costs a&2@@®0 per acreplus,associated costs of Habitat Management
Endowment ($200/acre) and Enhancet{&@5&cre) for fencing and other potenttiteimprovements, or
a minimum of £,500 per acreor estimating The esinate to obtain a 2081 Permit is up to-i&) months.

Burrowing Owl (Athene cuniculariapr other owls: No owlsor active/potentially active burrows or nests were
encountered on the Site and 500t buffer during the field surye Also, no other signé.g. whitewash scats,
feathers, cough pellets, fossorial bones or fragments) were found, which would indicate habitat or other
utilization of the SiteThe CDFW Code 83503, §3503.5 and §3800 prohibit the take, possession,atidestr

of birds, their ests or eggdmplementation of the take provisions requires that progated disturbance at

active nesting territories be reduced or eliminated during critical phases of the nesting cycle (February 1 through
August 31lannually)Colemarhas observed muerous 200+) Burrowing Owls in the Victor Valley during the

last 40 yearsind no efforspecificallyweremade to locate the burrows at that time.
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BIOLOGICAL BASELINE ASSESSMENT & NATIVE PLANT REPORT: 20+ ACRES, SENECA RD., VICTORVILLE, CA

SUMMARY INFORMATION - CONTINUED

This Site hasigherdensity vegetation anib significant adjacent sugwhental watr and therefore less

potential forhabitat Burrowing Owls can be see dawn and duskhile driving local dirt roads in areas

having the following characteristics: Specifically, near valley perimeter schools and parks, near nuisance water
runoff, golf courses, near horse and agricultural areas and nearby native vegetation with lower density
groundcover or graded suburban parcels near existing agricultural or residential subdilgns

observationsit Granite Hills High School from 206 when | drve my son and Yedong Rotary Exchange
students to school daily and observed multiplerowsand at a minimum temperature of 3&fifed varied with

wind speeds.

MITIGATION & RECOMMENDATION:  Prior to any grading activities afttEBRUARY 29, 2020and if there
is a lapse of 30 daysd construction activities on the Site thereafter, an assessiment | ySite@md 500
f oot bhallfbé empletednd aClearance Lettershall be provided to the Local Agency prior to any
land disturbancgThis Site has no legal jurisdictional appads and another review will be required.]

OTHER INFORMATION: Potential $10,000 between the vari@associatedostsandthree months.

OTHER BIRD SPECIES OF CONCERN INCLUDING ALL OTHER HAWKS & RAPTORS:

No Sharp-shinned Hawk (Accipiter striatus)r other Hawks or active/potentially active nests were
observedn native plants on the Site duritige field survg and the Site has limited habitat potential

NoL e C o nThradgher (Toxostomd.eConte) or active/potentidy active nests were observied
native plants on the Site durirtbe field surveyand the Site has limited habitat potential

No Loggerhead Shrikes(Lanius ludovicianusdr active/potentially active nests were observed
native plants on the Site dugthe field surveyand the Site haghited habitat potential

MITIGATION AND RECOMMENDATION:

No other signs (e.g. whitwash scats, feathers, scattered bones or fragments) were found, which would
indicate habitat or other utilizatiomhe CDFW Code83503, §3503.5 and 83800 prohithi¢ take,
possession, or destruction of birds, their nests or. daggdementation of the take provisions requires

that projectrelated disturbance at active nesting territories be reduced or eliminated during critical
phases of the nesting cycle.

Population levels for these species area expected to be relatively low in the Victor Valley lmased up
current data and the project is not expected to have any effect on these sjfmeege®r, the mobility of
these species de@ot preclude these species from occurring on the Site in the. ifitinese species

are detected on the Site in the fututkaetivities shall be stopped and USFWS and CDFW contacted to
discuss potential mitigation measures.

OTHER BIRD INFORMATION:

OtherHawks, OwlsandRaptos species are widespread in the Mojave Desert regidmemylive year
roundin the Victor Valley and many other speciaratethrough and some nogpend winters in the
Victor Valley due to available food, shelter, negtand water resources provid@dtoricallyonly by the
Mojave River Riparian and spéically more recently bynanmade riparian alternatives (recreational
facilities, golf courses, California Aqueduct and Lakes, county regional, city parks, schoalsiagdi and
equestrian areas), of tMohave Deseraindcan be observealmostdaily where food, water, shelter and
nesting opportunities are provided:
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BIOLOGICAL BASELINE ASSESSMENT & NATIVE PLANT REPORT: 20+ ACRES, SENECA RD., VICTORVILLE, CA

SUMMARY INFORMATION i CONTINUED

NOTE: No Greater Roadrunners (Geococcyx californian)sor active ompotentially active nests were
observed in native plants on the Site during the fieldvey.Roadrunners have been observed this current spring
(April 2014) in the Mojave Desert and near CSU San Bernardino at new construction.

YEAR-ROUND RESIDENT SPECIES:

Accipitridaes Red-tail hawk (Buteo jamaicensis) C o o p e r 0 (dccipiter wdoperi)

Falconidae American kestrel (Falco sparverius sparverijis
Strigidae Great Horned owl (Bubo virginianus)
Tytonida Barn owl (Tyto alba)

Other species migrate throufgr food, rest ad water and a few errant speciédlow winter and summer
storms,and a few get losiccasiomlly from typical migratory paths (i.e. a windfall for local birders
Scissottail Flycatcher at Lucky Park in 29 Palms).

The overall ppulation levels for thesgpscies area expected todred remairmrelatively low in the Victor
Valley based upon curredata It is noted that thesgpeciehave beembserved on an irregular basisng
the Mojave RiverfiLocal Mountainor ManmadeRipariard, Mojave Desertntermontine and specifically
duringwildland firesin the local San Bernardino or San Gabriel Maimranges

LOCAL AREA MIGRANT SPECIES:

Accipitridaes Osprey (Pandion haliaets) Northern harrier (Circus cyanes)
Swai ns o n(Buteoswainsdl) Rough-legged hawk(Buteo lagops)
Golden eagle(Aquila chrysaetos canadessi
Bald eagle(Haliaeetus leucocephalus)OTE: observed during local mountain fires
Falconidae Prairie falcon (Falco mexicanus
Strigidae Long-Eared owl (Bubo otus tufts) Western Screech ow[Otus kennicottii)
Flammulated owl (Otus fammeolus) Northern saw-whet owl (Aegolius acadicus)

The mobility of these species doeg preclude then from occurring orasite, in the future if resource
opportunities (water, food, shelter, and nesting) are availgipieally, along the Mojave River and
manmade ripariarThis Site does not have any of these characteristiefore,this Siteis not expected to
have any effect on these species

MITIGATION & RECOMMENDATION:  Prior to any grading activities atBEBRUARY 29, 202&nd if there
is a lapse of 30 days of construction activities on the Site thereafter, an ass@s&hreiht ySite @rob00-
footb u f &hallbé completednd aClearance Lettershall be provided to the Local Agency prior to any
land disturbance

NOTE: [This Site has no legal jurisdictional approvals for development, at this time, and another Site
review will berequiredprior to development.]f these species amecupying theSite in the future, all
activities shall be stopped aDFW contacted to discuss potential mitigation measures

FEDERAL, CALIFORNIA and LOCAL PROTECTED NATIVE PLANTS:

The Sitels in asingle ecotonal zone and has a relativalyh, buttypical mix of vegetatiomue to mosaic of
historical wildland fires in the general are@be Sitehasnofi B | u e orlsignifieadtnatural drainage courses
and the site generally has a consistent shojkeaspect to the norttortheast and a slope of 1.8% and ultimately
drains into the Mojave Rivel.he nearest Blutine Stream is the Oro Grande Wash west 15
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BIOLOGICAL BASELINE ASSESSMENT & NATIVE PLANT REPORT: 20+ ACRES, SENECA RD., VICTORVILLE, CA

SUMMARY INFORMATION i CONTINUED

The Siteis in the northivesten portion of theCity of Victorville and has a mix of resid#al, industrial and
commercial, along witlnterstate 15, Highway 39&alifornia Aqueduct and high voltage transmission lines in
the immediate vicinityThe Siteis impacted by numeroysmved and di roads and trials &sl byHOV,

numerous large dodscat, digging holesand trackswerealso observeih the general area.

Al Joshuads, all species of the Agavaceae family
diameter of ten feet or greater], Dabead Spinosa (smoke tree), all sigs of the genus Prosopis (mesquites)
and Beavertail Cactus s h-b o itanets@arched for and located. (Skive Plant Magor more information.)

NATIVE DESERT PLANTS ENCOUNTERED WITHIN THE LIMITS OF THE PROPOSED PROJECT.

{5} Joshua Tree(Yucca levifolia) [2 feet or higher in height]
[0] Beavertail Cactus(Opuntia basilarish s h-jo ¢ itvartbrachycladh
Onei (1) Beavertail Cactus(Opuntia basilariswas located and will be relocated
10/ Creosote Ringgwith a diameter of ten feet or gted
POTENTIAL NATIVE DESERT PLANTS PROPOSED FOR RELOCATION (LOCATED IN TABLE 2):
{-4-} Joshua Treesare proposed tbe relocated along perimeter roads and Retention areas

and selectedreas at the time of site developm&ue to theavailableamount of
healthy and younger Joshua Trgeasn |l v Joshuabs wit Bfeetto r an g ¢
10feet are proposed to be relocated at this timefdAtEC ENG reserves the right to
review theSitewith Final Engineering Plans f@&treet Improvements and Grading
Plans fort h e 8eivelopniesprior to developmerfsmallJ os huaés wi t h a
to 2 feetand R feet or tallerandadditional fire damaged and tBying to Dead
St andi n garedobpsopasea o de relocated
{-0-} Beavertail Cactus(Opuntiabasilariss[ No f o u-+i @ i varsbiiachyclada
/-0-/ Creosote RinggLarrea tridentata)[with a diameter of ten feet or gredtéhese
Creosote Rings are common in this specific area.

Mojave YuccaNote: Due to thedanger to pets and childree.g.blind) and the difficulty of these plants being
clones (dead to healthw)ith variouslevelsof fungus damage and beetle damage increased from relocation
activities and having intertwined root corms with dead, dying aadtty plants, no relocation activities are
typically planned.

Cholla Note: Due to the danger to pets and children (e.g. blifidhese plants continuously dropping cactus
joints, no relocation activities atgpically planned.

There was no evidencé any other young and healthy Joshua Trees or other native plants meeting the
parameters of thieocal Agencyand thisSiteappeas to be in compliance withederal State andCounty
StandardsSeefuture Design Plangor furtherlocationalinformationandproposedsite layout areas
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BIOLOGICAL BASELINE ASSESSMENT & NATIVE PLANT REPORT: 20+ ACRES, SENECA RD., VICTORVILLE, CA

LOCAL NATIVE DESERT PLANTS:

TRANSPLANTING AND OTHER INFORMATION:
1 An estimate 0B0days is required prior to any grading and grubbing activities.

o Proper fANative Plant Per mito andthetocat Agenoyt r e q
0 ALTEC ENGshall be contacted for latest requirements, payment of consulting fees, scheduling
of temporary water meter and scheduling with subcontractors and other personnel.

1 Relocation activities for designated native desert plantstemen in Table 2 and attached Maps.

1 Relocation activities for designated native desert plants shall-B@®in designated areas and
landscaping planters along the perimeter ofSite as shown on the improvement plans, if available

1 See Landscapingnd Grading Planat the time of developmeftr further details, if available

1 A Tree Spadeg.g.min. of GS44) kall be used for all trees oveif@t and up to the maximum size of
tree that can be transplanted without damaging the tree or the caswlioected by consultant.

1 Bonding Requirements for Subdivision Tract Recordingurrently estimated to bé&@®0 per proposed
relocated Joshua Tree and $100 per proposed reld®asaertail Cactysasapplicableand other costs
associated with otheequirements

1 Potential mitigation for Joshua treasother native plants istimatedcat $500 perspecified indivdual
specimerconsidering the variodsmp sumcosts associated with this process Site

0 Preparation of Final Native Plant TransplagtReport

Tree Spade and operator costs

On-Site Special Inspector during all transplanting activities

Water meter natal and water usage

Field Inspector,Supervisor and echniciarfs) for assisting transplanting activities
Renting other equipment,asreqe d, t o compl ete the ARel ocati
Interim Relocation issues and challenges

O O O0OO0OO0Oo

9 Large piles of vegetation shall be avoided dupdientiallyhazardous conditions and shall be properly
and immediatelylisposed of or prior to the end of eagbrkdayunlessspecificallybeing used as part
of a ARest®ration Project

91 Due toSitegrading requirements (cut and fill) and development and phasing, an interim transplanting
location may be needed prior to fimalocation areagg.Retention BasinLandscapear OpenSpace
areas) and this requires the native plants to be relocated twice and essentially doubles the total cost.

1 The plants shall be monitored ovetheeei (3) year period and additional meassimmplemented (e.qg.,
monthly irrigation)by a contract witlthe property owner to ensure thestsurvival of the plants.

1 All relocated plants shall be relocated and placed in the ground immediately upon relacttitas
and shall not be left in alp, boxedor any other manner

The ste isgenerally withinin the Joshua Tree Woodland ecotonal zone anddaggnificantminor natural
drainage course¥he Siteperimeter andhterior dirt trailsareused bywehiclesHOV, dogsand horses and
cumuhtively cause localized amdgional haliat fragmentation due tongoingfastgrowth development in the
Victor Valley.
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BIOLOGICAL BASELINE ASSESSMENT & NATIVE PLANT REPORT: 20+ ACRES, SENECA RD., VICTORVILLE, CA

LOCAL NATIVE DESERT PLANTS - continued:

Based on the best available informati8h,TEC ENGasserts that no further investigation of the site is
warranted at this time andgimplementation of the proposed improvements on the site would resuen-a
(0) % removalfor theDesert Tortoise, Mojave Ground Squirrel, Burrowing Owl and all other Cahlarp
shinned Hawk and all other Hawhs,e C o nThrasbes, Loggerhead Sheilir associated critical habitat

Biological Baseline Assessments are typically revieyestly due to impacts frorevolvingimplementation of
the West Mojave Plaand other planning effor{gause changes to current procesglnmadealevelopment and
natral (fire and/or floodxonditionsand any judicial decisionghereforethe following will be required:

MITIGATION AND RECOMMENDATION:
1
1 SiteAssessment aftéefEBRUARY 1, 2021for all reptile and mammal spesie

1 SiteAssessment afte&xPRIL 1, 2020for Burrowing Owls and all other referenced bird speciesifand
there is a lapse @0+/- days of construction activities on tBé&ethereafter

MITIGATION & RECOMMENDATION: Prior to any grading activities afté&PRIL 1, 2020and if there

is a lapse 030 days of construction activities on the Site thereafter, an asseg$rent! ySite@md 500

f oot bhallfbé empietednd aClearance Lettershall be provided to the Local Agency prior to any
land disturbancgThis Site has no legal jurisdictial approvals for development, at this time, and another
Site review will be required prior to developmenif these species amecupying theSite in the future, all
activities shall be stopped afDFW contacted to discuss potential mitigation measures

SUMMARY:

It is noted that for all bird speciefiesemigratory bird specieareprotected bytte Migratory Bird Treaty Act
(MBTA) of 1918 (16 U.S.C. §76311) and under protectiaf the CESA: The CDFW Code §3503, §3503.5
and 83800 prohibit theake, possession, or destruction of birds, their nests or leggiementation of the take
provisions equires that projeaelated disturbance at active nesting territories be reduced or eliminated during
critical phases of the nesting cycle

NATIVE DESERT PLANTS PROPOSED FOR RELOCATION:

{-4-} Joshua Treesare designated for potential relocatemmd ALT EC ENGreserves the right to review
the FinalDesignPlans for Street Improvements, Landscaping Plans and Grading Plans prior to
development andLTEC ENG will designate thbealthiesproposedelocation ofavailable
Joshuads.

BONDING MITIGATION RECOMMENDATION IS $3,000:  The Site only has-§i-} proposed Joshua Trees
for relocation activities and the associated costs and time to provide SupervisiBite @rspector, field
technicians, tree spade services, water meter usage costs, other potentiajuigmedre or subcontracting
costs is estimated to be a total @f@0 plus$250 per tree for a total estimaBONDING of $3,000

OWNER RESPONSIBILITY: The owner has total (civil and financial) responsibility to comply ith
Local Native Plant Ordinareand applicable State and Federal Agency requirements

The owner shall water these plants once per month for a minimG@iyesir after relocation anday be part
of a Landscaping Maintenance Assessment Digiriother maintenance mechanism by thal@gency

! https://www.fws.gov/birds/management/managpdcies/migratorpird-treatyact protecteespecies.php
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BIOLOGICAL BASELINE ASSESSMENT & NATIVE PLANT REPORT: 20+ ACRES, SENECA RD., VICTORVILLE, CA

OTHER INFORMATION:

0 The Sitehas no current legal entittements for development &BiteaPlan fola Senior oriented
development is in prass for submittal to th@ity of Victorville. Due to the lack o€ity Approvals and
timeframe for apmvals, no permitting or grading activities shall commence prior to anSttezeview
for all bird speciesind animal species

Bird species may hayaojectrelated disturbance of active nesting territories during critical phases of
the nesting cyclé~ebruary 1st througAugust31st annually)

A future Sitereview will be required prior to any grubbing, borrow pit, stockpiling or any other gradin
or construction activities (@0+/- days from field survey update, pursuant witBviousconversabns
with CDFW staff).

ALTEC andstaff have no personal or financial responsibility for the relocation or {erg
maintenance of anpative Plantsi(e. Joshua Trees, Yucca, Beavertaillfi s h-b @ iff)netcpnor
personal or financial responsilyliif these native plants are destroyed inadvertently, purpdsely,
unintended consequences or damaged in any other manner.

[@]3

[@]3

[@]3

The report must have a weagjsature and stamp in original ink, noopied, to be an authorized copy of this
report. Any attached F u | | afishalkalsdrequire a wet signature and staémy additional copies of this
report are an addition&efor preparation and original sigture if ordere@ndprepaid within 30 daysAny
attempt forassignment of this Assessment to anjedént person or entity shailake this Assessment void and
will require aseparateegotiated feeCurrent practicesequired by thé.ocal AgencyandCDFW for the
preparatiorand field survey requirements and monitoring are subject to change at any time

Please review the complete Biological Baseline Assessment in its entirety to better understand the conclusions
presentedALTEC ENGappreciates the opganity to furnish this Biological Baseline Assessmamdl Native

Plant ReportPlease do not hesitati® contact us if you have any questions or request additional setvises

your responsibility to read the report and inform the consultant of armg eromissions you are aware of prior

to utilizing the report or making it available to any thirdtpar

If this is not signedhn original ink, stamped, dated and numbered)#1 of 2 | City Planningand#2 of 2-
Client) original, this copy is unauthadd | hereby certify that the findings and conclusions presented in this
assessment are accuratehe best ofny knowledge.

Respectfully submitted,

Randolph J. Coleman, AICP CEP / i
CDFW Scientific Collecting Permit #11586 : S/
Certified Wildlife Biologist #43090

Certified Arborist & Tree Risk Assessment Qualified WE#8024A

Qualified Stormwater Developer/Planner #21595
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BIOLOGICAL BASELINE ASSESSMENT & NATIVE PLANT REPORT: 20+ ACRES, SENECA RD., VICTORVILLE, CA

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

PROJECT DESCRIPTION: The Assessmerand Reportvas to assess the biological resources of
the Sitefor the ClientandLocal & Regulatory Agency(s) review.

ASSESSORG6S PARCEL: APN3135361-05 & 06

LEGAL DESCRIPTION: Wesg 1/2 of the Southeast 1/4 thfe Southwest 1/8ection 5,
Township5 North, Range 5 Wesin the San Bernardino County

SOILS & TOPOGRAPHY: Soils areOlder Alluvium [gravels, sands, clay and silt. Unconsolidated
to moderate consolidated. Low to modeaemeability] and has a
slope of about 8% anddrains to the Mojave Rivefiaa combination
of manmade andaturaldrainage courses

SPECIAL ZONES: The subject is not located in a California Coastal Zone, Aldriigtio
Seismic Zone or a Critical HabitZone NOTE: The site is 26 Km
from the San Andreas Fault, which also runs in the Cajon Pass area to
the south.

FLOOD HAZARD: No fBlue Linais locded onSite based upotihe USGS Quad Map and
the sitedoes have aatural drainage course the soutbast corner

MOJAVE GROUND SQUIRREL: None- No Mitigation is required based upon curr&ite conditions.

DESERT TORTOISE, BURROWING OWL, SHARP-SHINNED HAWK, LEC ON T ETAHHRASHER,
LOGGERHEAD SHRIKE & OTHER RAPTORS (HAWKS & OWLS):

MITIGATION Prior to ay grading activities afteAPRIL 1, 2020for Burrowing Owls

& RECOMMENDATION: andall otherreferenced bird species aREBRUARY 29, 202Gor
Tortoises ad other referenced animal species, a Site Restall be
completedandif there is a lapse of 3@ days of construction activities
on theSitethereafter A Clearance Letter shall be prepared for the City.

NATIVE DESERT PLANTS: Relocation Required: {-4-} Joshualreesand will personally relocate
to an offsite location for the Beavertail cactus (not stjoimnt)

LOCAL AGENCY: The City of Victorville has the Local Jurisdictional Authority for the
Legal Entitlement planning and building proces3d® Ciy alsoshall
have the applicable reviewing authority for any transplanting activities
or commercial hatesting of desert native plants aatitransplanting
activitiesshall conform to all applicableodesjaws and field
procedures from the local jurigdion. At the time of transplanting the
local jurisdiction shall be contacted for the latest requiresnent

REPORT EXPIRATION: FEBRUARY 1, 202%or all reptile andna m m aspegies.

APRIL 1, 2020andif there is a lapse of 30 days of construction
actvities on theSitethereafter an assessment fBurrowing Owls and
all referenced bird species

Planning: Masteand &annabis CEQABiIological, Native Plant & Phasedrts Real Estai® R/\\Services
EngineerinCivil Structurdl Sod Community RelaMarketing Studies Fisca&Feasibility Analysis
SurveyindsPS/GIS, Construction & ALTA 15 © Construction Management & Inspections



ALTEC Engineering Corp. (760) 242-9917

19531 US Highway 18 Fax (760) 242-9918
Apple Valley, CA 92307 RandyAICP@gmail.com

BIOLOGICAL BASELINE ASSESSMENT & NATIVE PLANT REPORT: 20+ ACRES, SENECA RD., VICTORVILLE, CA

INTRODUCTION

Biological surveys were conducted on a site locategitinof Victorville, San Bernardino County, California to
evaluate the site for the prese ofDesert tortoiseGopherus agassizjiMohave ground squirreSpermophilus
mohavensis Burrowingow! (Athene cuniculari Sharpshinned hawkAccipiter striatu$, LeCo n t Eh@sher
(Toxostoma LeContgiLoggerhead Shrik@anius ludovicianusandall other Raptors (Hawks and Owls)

Surveys for these species were conducted as per guidelines establith&d Eish and Wildlife Service

(USFWS) and California Department of Fish and Ga@ieRW). This report provides a summary of the results

of the suveys The results are part of the baseline data necessary for consideration of the proposed project by
the Gunty and other regulatory agencies.

PROJECT LOCATION AND DESCRIPTION

The property site is approximate?@+/- acres in size and is located at between Seneca Road and Villa
Street, east of US Highway 3@bthe City of Victorville inSan Bernardino @unty (Figures 1 and 2, Appendix
A). Portions of the Sitare disturbed by offoad vehicle use and the dumping of trash on the property by
resideits of the surrounding area. The property is located west of a LADWP transmission cohiid@rea is
in the western portiorof the City of Victorvillewith surrounding vacant propertiaad scattered Single Family
subdivisiongn the general area. Théeeation of the site is abo3065+/ to 3085+/- feet and the site is
relatively flat with a 2/-% slope tolie northnortheast and ultimately drains into the Mojave Rivdrereare

no prominent ridges or washes on the site.

The project is proposed tti@av for the development @1 single family residences, on property zoted

SITE OVERVIEW, AREAL GEOLOGY AND RESUME SUMMARY INFORMATION

The Sitels in a single ecotonal zone and has a relatively limited, but typical mix of vegetation in the general
areas The Sitela s n o fAdbltdoes havielmimage at the southeast corndre Bite generallpas a
consistent slope and aspect to the nadftheast and a slope of 1.8% and ultimately drains into the Mojave
River. The Site is 20nilesfrom San Andeas Fault to the south.

The Site is in theorthwesternportionof the City of Victorville and haa mix ofvacant properties, along with
residential and commercial, along withS. Highway 39%nd high voltage transmission lineshe immediate

vicinity. The Site is impacted by numerous dirt roads and trails us@Hby scattered debris along didads,

along withrecent canine/coyote holes (scat, digging holes and tragks)observed in the general areae

Site iseast ofU.S.Highway 395 betwe@ Seneca Road and Villa Streahd at the northerly edge of the semi

alpine transition zone of tigan Bernardino and San Gabiiébuntains and the Mojave Desévictorville and
Hesperia were originally divi dadandMojave Ripes followinigs i n t
historical wagon trails and east of Interstate 15 (Route@6 Trals Highway), further developed into a
military community . $umbdé@&dqérst Ityh,r ostigimc d 91810 s1 9806 s,
local bulders bought raw acreage and developed housing, particularly along Interstate 15 and Highwdy 395 an
other areas in the Victor Valley.

The AAreal Geol ogyo, assessing the Mojave River Gr
Water Resourcestates: Soils caist of oy i YoungerFan Deposits [Boulders, poorly sorted gravels, sands
andsi t . Local calichesd cement, unc ons até pethaabilgyfland 0 mec

have a slope to the northea$tl.8+£% and ultimgely drain to the Mojave RiveiThe Soil Survey of San
Bernardino County Mojave River delineatefié Sie as #1271 fiCajon Sand0i 2% S| .cAAlaedine is not
shown on the USGS Quad sheet
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METHODOLOGIES AND PROTOCALS

Pedestrian surveys were contiecduring numerous days betweseptember 2017 arkEBRUARY 2020 by
R.J.Coleman (Certified Wildli¢ Biologist #43090Certified Arborist/Tree Risk Assessment Qualified
WE#8024A and Scientific Collecting Permitl1586from CDFW) to verify the absence presence of the
identified species

It should be noted that although none of the identified 4peeties were located during surveys, the proposed
projects are not within thiglojave River riparian corridor of a significagphemeral riparian corriddikke the

Ore Grande Wash and other larger washes in the Mojave DHEserefore this Sitehas no pantial habitat for
nesting birds during the breeding seafmrriparian corridor species of concerRegardless of the sigtatus,
mitigation measures kia been included to require additional site surveys to address construction activities after
February 12018 (beginning of the nesting seasisrdesignated as Februardnd ending August 15thor

being delayed 30 days or more, after constructionities begin to verify site conditions have not changed.

ON-SITE SURVEY

Recent documentation from the 8. Bureau of Land Management, USFWS, and CDFW were consulted to
determine to what extent Desert Tortoises and all referenced species (e.g. MGBimgu@wls) have been
observed in the areln addition, Biological Baseline Assessmepiepared byYALTEC for other projects in the
area were reviewed prior to commencement of the field suriFellewing the literature review, the Site was
visited by conaltant The field survey of the Sitis inclusive of the rightf-ways andconsists of a series of
traveses that are walked in a nothuth direction until the entire Site had been thoroughly checked for
Tortoise sign (e.g. Tortoises, burrows, trackatscand other referenced species at 30 (Xfefer) foot
intervals and a closer, more detailed exanimais given to areas of irregular topographical features such as
localized highpoints, washes and other localized pwints, erosion channels, elésd clumps or rings of
vegetation, bases of bushes and other perennial plants, since tortoises teramhtinba small hills and banks
such as those at the base of woody pl&tsosote andunipers opbthermanmade topographical
considerationsThe Sie survey is designed to provide one hundred percent (100%) coverage within the internal
boundaries of thproposed projedb locate the following:

OFF-SITE SURVEY

The zone of influenc€&Ol) includes parallel transects of 100, 300, 600, 1200 and-f&¢d@or Tortoises and
transacts in 10@oot increments and up to 500 feet for Burrowing Owls alhdther speciesThe zone of

influence was completed until being bisected by development and the property boundaries were available prior
to the Site surveyThis Site has been previously reviewed for biological resources within Zone of
Influence/Bufferareador nearbySites beingreviewed by Coleman at the timeménning approvals 19906

2007 timeframe, along with numerous surveying and engineering psggette 1973 timeframe

RESULTS-LITERATURE REVIEW
ANIMAL PROTECTION

This Assessment was pearpd pursuant tdie CaliforniaEnvironmentalQuality Act of 1970(California Pubic
Resources Codg2100021178 and Title 14 CCR, 8753, and Chapter 3, 818@387) and the conclusions of
this report represent the results of a Site assessment from sufiedry to determine tHaological baseline
required for potential remediation of the proposed project on the Site by the local jurisdiction and additional
govenmental agenciesLiterature was reviewed to identify the species that would require a séssasento
prepare this Report.
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The City of Victorville General Plan Resources Section (ppI)0dentifies species to be evaluated for
biological resourceseports.t is noted many of these species are riparian species, bird migratissalong

riparian corridorsand thee speciesiclude

Amphibian

1 Arroyo ToadBufo microscaphus californicus

Gastropod

9 Victorville ShoulderbandHelminthoglypta
mohaveana

Reptile

1 Desert tortois&opherus agassizii

1 Western Pond Turtl€lemmys marmorata

1 CoastHorned LizardPhrynosoma coronatum

Mammal

1 Mojave Ground Squirrébpemophilus

mohavenses

1 Mojave River VoleMicrotus californicus
mohavensis

9 Pallid BatAntrozous pallidus

Bird

1 Bald EagleHaliaeetus leucocephalus
1 Yellow-billed CuckooCoccyzus americana
1  Willow FlycatchefEmpidonax traillii

=4 =4 _-8_8_-9_-92_98_9a_9_-2

=4 =4 -8 _a_-a_4a_-2

Least Bell's Vired/ireo bellii pusillus
Northern HarrielCircus cyaneus
Sharpshinned HawkAccipiter striatus
Cooper's HawlAccipiter cmperii
Ferruginous HawlButeo Regalis
Golden Eaglédquila chrysaetos
Prairie FalcorFalco mexicanus
Burrowing OwlAthena cunicularia
Long-eared OwlAsio otus
Brown-crested Flycatchevlyiarchus
tyrannulus

Loggerhead Shrikkanius ludovicianus
Bendire's ThraherToxostoma Bendirei
Le Conte's Thrash@roxostoma lecontei
Yellow WarblerDendroicapetechia
Yellow-breasted Chdtteria virens
Summer Tanagdriranga rubra
Tricolored BlackbirdAgelaius tricolor

There arsmumerousadditionalspeciesdentifiedby the CNDDBas occurring in the general region. A review of
the locations and habitats thiese species revealed that many of them require water, riparian areas, consistent
seasonal drainage, woodlands, forests, mountains, Sonoran Desert hatigaineery small numbers in very
specific areas of the State. These species are hadéatcwithin theReport butare includedor discussion

purposesThe remaining additional species evaluated in this report include:

Birds {1 California glessy snaké\rizona elegans

9 American peregrine falcoRalco peegrinus occidentalis
anatum 9 Orangethroated whiptaiAspidoscelis

9 Arizona bell's viredVireo bellii arizonae hyperythra

1 Bell's sage sparroWrtemisiospiza belli belli 1 Reddiamond rattlesnak€rotalus ruber

1 Blacktailed gnatcatchdpolioptila melanura Mammals

1 California gullLarus californicus 1 California leafnosed baMacrotus califorricus

1 Coastal cactus wre@ampylorhynchus 1 Dulzura pocket mouséhaetodipus
brunneicapillus sandiegensis californicus femoralis

1 CrissdthrashefToxostoma crissale 1 Pocketed fredailed batNyctinomops

1 Gila woodpeckeMelanerpes uropygialis femorosaccus

9 Gray vireo Vireo vicinior 1 Western yellow batasiurus xanthinus

f Harris' hawkParabuteo unicinctus 1 Southern grasshopper mouSaychomys

f  Lucy's warbletOreothlypis luciae torridus ramona

1 Southwestern willow flycatcheEmpidonax f Townsend's bigeared baCorynorhinus
traillii extimus townsendii

f  Vermilion flycatchePyrocephalus wbinus I Westen mastiff batEumops perotis

Reptiles
1 Coastal whiptailAspidoscelis tigris stejnegeri

californicus
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PLANT PROTECTION

This Assessmerwas prepared pursuant to the California Native Plant Protection Act of 1977 (81904) and the
conclusions of this report represent the results of a Site assessment from avi@tdsdetermine the

biological baseline required for potential remediatiothefproposed project on the Site by the local jurisdiction
and additional governmental agencies.

CNPS LISTS List 1B: Plants are rare or threatened or endangered ino@adifor elsewhere.
THE CNPS R-E-D CODE

R (Rarity) 3 - Occurrence limiteda one or a few highly restricted populations, or

present in such small numbers that it is seldom reported.

E (Endangered) 2 - Endangered in a portion of its range

D (Distribution) 3 - Endemic to California
FEDERALLY LISTED PLANTS

C2 Threat anfbr distribution data are insufficient to support federal listing.
Beavertail -Caic@@pustiabasldriewvart brachycladavas not observed armhe(1) regular

Beaertail CactugOpuntia basilariswas observed on the Sitdowever,all varidies of Beavertail Cactus are
proposed to be relocated along with the appropriate Joshua Trees, if encountered

Management Status:

Federal: C2 (USFWS Species of Concern)
Cdifornia: S1.2, G5T1(CDFG, 1998)
CNPS: List 1B, R-E-D code 32-3 (Skinner and Pavlik, 1994)

Joshua Treand Desert Treesan have a variety of issues that create difficulties with relocation alternatives
NOTE:Col emanbds per s oasobes of peiemiondasinsg, @ any rhaaufactured earthen slopes or
high compation rates (over 85%) are not the proper toergn solution for relocation and this is based upon
numerous observations in the Victor Valley requiring this on subdivision antheccial projects in all cities

and then observing all or almost all Joshea tlying when many of these healthy trees were of a size that
should have had an excellent chance for itaxgh survival The following is a list of theseommonissues:

Basal Injury DS Dead Standing Lean/Leaning
Beetle and insect dama Du Dusty Low Branches
CoDominate Trunk(s) Fungus damage Multiple Clones
Crowded Grairery Tree Over Balanced
Dieback Health Fair Over Mature

Diameer at 4. Health OK Over Tall
Dependent Clone Health Poor Sedlling( <36)
Decay Included Bark Torsional Crack
Down Live j Injury - Old

Dogleg j Injury - New

PROTECTED NATIVE DESERT PLANTS:

Native Desert Rints searched for efite, reviewed in this report are the following:

0 Jua $reegYucca brevifolia) 60 Mo j av @ucvawschidigera)
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0 Beavertail Cactu@©Opuntia basilaris var. brachyclada) 0 Century PlantAgave deserti)
0 Cr e o s o t-fieminBrings]iLarfed tidentata) 0 Dalea/Smoke Tre@Parosela spinosaar.)
0 Parry NolindBeargrasgNolina parryi) 0 Mesquite Tre€Prosopis var.)

PERSONAL OBSERVATION BY RANDY COLEMAN:

WILDLAND FIRE AREAS Historical (Gto50+y ear s) fires typically have ¢
Beavertail (Opuntia var.) Cactasid aeas that have had an older historical (503-/150+/ years) fire typically
have clone Joshuads and Juni pRecest(lasti50 yearsyfines ppeer Wo o d |
substantially and permanently altered vegetation and ecosysterssvanéispecies, specifically the Junipers
and Beavertail do not survive and other native species [Sages and RabbiiBmysiothamus nauseosus)jd
invasive grass specieBrpmus, Schismuand other exotics that have been introduced (purposely, ndéte
consequences or accidentally) during the last 100+ years due to grazing and a variety of other manmade
impacts], then dominate the Site and permanently alter the fire Speeifically,with the ecosystem having
invasive grass species having a lafgel load and higher heat intensity (wildland fires already occurred as
early as April/04 and September/04 in Cajon Pass), most native plant species are permanently removed from the
Site by dominant native and numerous invasive spetiestypical animbspedes are also excluded from this
habitat Rocky hillsides in the Victor Valley can also have wildland fires (Rock Fires) as have occurred several
times in the last 25 years (twice at Bass Hill within 5 yed4sp, adjacent development and altereigérg
conditions upstream typically diverted natural sheet flows from entering the Site and providing needed moisture
for the native vegetation required for letegm survival of the native plants and reducing the native vegetative
structure, thereby prading inadequate habitat (shelter and food) for various species (Owls, birds, MGS, etc.).

JOSHUAGS UNDER 3 F E thave peeki éhbdrveliiria@ the last 40 yeats grow in
abundance on local Wildland Fire Sithge to thanuch higher and consistemibisture eventslack of squirrels
eating the seeds and competitadivevegetation for rainfall, other than the domihand invasive plant species
Also, the Victor Valleyreceives annual rainfall (also dew and snow), and twice the average rainfalidbian
ot her areas of the Moj ave Des mordthadwicd thdrdteTlerefaré 8-0 ws t
foot Joshua will likely be at ks tharhalf of the age, or younger, thanothetd o s huads | ocated f ¢
Mojave DesertTheseextant dshua Tree locatiomaustsurvive ancexperience multyear droughts and half the
moisture on a average andormalzedbasis Therefore, most of these Victor Valley Joshua seedlings will not
survive the stress of the relocation process duringjriies years of relocatiowithout substantial efforts

TheBeavertail Cactus-i S h d roti (Opudtia basilaris var. brachycladad determined to be sensitive by

the California Native Plant Society (CNPS) (Smith and Berg, 1988), is typically founthmaeas of the

Victor Valley. The extent of the possible regional loss of this rare plant species can only be spdgefated

any areas are graded ofionrt od eBrveea voeprnteanitl, saplelc ifinsehnosr ts h |
during any grding processSalvaging shall be primarily by transplanting in a suitable native habi@itenor

preserved in a Botanical Gardédike University of California at Riverside, Rancho Santa Ana in Claremont or

other similar facilities. This Beavertaildu brachyclada is listed by CNPS and typically found on dry desert

slopes of the San Gabriel and San Bernardino Mountains. Typically bloom April thru June, subject to warm
ambient temperatures coupled with the required timing and amount of rdiofadfterm drought condition and

the effects of the El Nino years alter any ordinary conditions.

Literature was reviewed to identify the species that would require a site assesgonepare this Report.
The City of Victorville General Plan Resaass Sectio (pp 1011), and Municipal Code Chapter 13.33, entitled

Preservation and Removal of Joshua Trédantifies species to be evaluated for biological resources reports.
These species are:
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1 Smaltflowered Androstephiumndrostephium 1 Shortjointed BeavertaiDpuntia basilaris var.
breviflorum brachyciada

1 Booth's Eveing-PrimroseCamissonia boothii 1 San Bernardino Asteé8ymphyotrichum
ssp. Boothii defoliatum

1 Desert Cymopteru€ymopterus deserticola 1 Joshua Tre&ucca breviblia

1 Mojave MonkeyfloweiMimulus mohavensis

There arenumerousadditionalspeciesdentifiedby the CNDDBas occurring in the general region. A review of

the locations and habitats of these species revealed that many of them require water, riparian areas, consistent
seasonal drainag woodlads, forests, mountains, Sonoran Desert habitareomvery small numbers in very
specific areas of the State. These species are not included witRepbd butare includedor information
purposesThe remaining additional spesievaluated in thigeport include:

1 Ashgray paintbrusiCastilleja cinerea 1 Santa Ana RiveWoollystarEriastrum
densifolium ssp. sanctorum

RESULTS-FIELD SURVEYS

Field surveys were conducted 8eptember 19, 2017 and on February 17 and 18, @@di@umerous other site
visits for civil engineering, land surveying and land planmingposes, also for reviewing and identifying
potential the site for desert annyajsneral wildlife identification, and specific surveys following appropriate
protoals for the various speciesiéntified as protected from the literature review.esatiption of the
vegetation and wildlife which occur on the site are provided helow

Vegetation The site and general area supports a mixed shrub community typical of the afema2Mdcres of
the site wagpredominany native vegetation with some disturbance fromtifhway vehicles and the dumping
of trash by residents in the ar@ang the southern boundary and along utility transmission carrideminant
species include 3tua Trees (YuccarBvifolia), creosote bush (Larrea tridentata), Cholla (Opuntia var.),
burrobush (Franseria dumosa), rabbit brush (Chrysothamnus depressus), indian rice grass (Oryzopsis
hymenoides) and Russian thistle (Salsola sp.) along perimeter Avamlgls observeduting the survey
included minor amounts of fiddleneck (Amsinckia sp.), buckwheat (Eriogonum fasciculatum) and brome
(Bromus sp.) and invasive species [&itpree Storksbil(Erodium sp.) and schismus (Schismus barbatus)].

The plant coomunity withintheSi t e 6s gener al area is a single ecoto
typical impacts from historical us€Ehere are five (5) primary native plant communities found within the

Victor Valley [Joshua Treduniper Woodland, Joshu'ree Woodland, @posote Bush Scrub, Alkali Sink and

Desert Riparian] and the association of certain species characterizes each of the communities and overlapping
ecotonal zones typically have overlapping species. Representative species typifyingrdaaimpiaunity are

isted in the Addenda r ef er r.Widlantd Bresaffect allNabitais\sgecied hna n t
food sources whether in a single ecotonal zone, modified zone (e.qg. fire) or transitional (overlapping) zones.

FLOODING, BRUSH FIRES AND OTHER NATURAL IMPACTS

The Site shows no major evidence of significant flooding and a Hydrology Study has been reviewed for the
theoretical 108/ear storm event impacting the Sitdne Site hasotbeen affected by historical wildland fire

like many sitesouthely in the transition zone of the Mojave Desé&tearby siteso the soutthave a

combination ofrecen2ly ear ) t o histori cal estimated to be abou
Joshua Tree sizes) and other properties@eent fires (200@nd 2003 and a fire in Cajon Pass in September

2004) Probable wildland fires grow on Sites such as these due to higher mass loading of vegetation (both native
and invasive species of grasses and the record rainfall of 2004/05) gitigdiycinvasive gass species
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connecting the Creosote bushasthe time development occurs, new streets and infrastructure (manmade fire
breaks) and fire suppression services are required reducing the wildland fire proliédégt historic fires

hawe occurred in theaaithern Apple Valley and Hesperia, and community of Oak Hills and Cajon Pass
However, all foothills from the San Bernardino and San Gabriel Mountain ranges and Mojave Desert are

i mpacted by natural and menmade ApSpWwtabdth v dueda Edley,. e . i W
Cajon Pass and Louisiana Fires in 2002 and similar tvii r e s 0 ¢ ¢ u Thesednpacts ardnatgrally s . )
occurring and greater during drought years and subsequent to El Nino years and affected bdkighnnig a

dry spring, summeror fall. Rocky hillsides can also have wildland fires (Rock Fires) as have occurred in the
early 19800bsvasdvedgbadass species are increasing t
Fireso and ireifteasityy flane geight nel cyle duration (increasing) and permanently altering the
desert ecosystems.

HUMAN IMPACTS

The entire Site and general area are significantly affected by canine/coyotes, invasive plant species, historical
cattle and sheepagzing, scatteredipk, residential construction, yard and house debris, vehicle parts, dirt roads,
HOV use upstream drainage alterations and scattered sites héarhing that have become fallow and re

grown with native vegetation during the la0% years Also, shotgn shells were encountered throughout the
general arealhe unusual high numbers of Ravens in the Victor ValleyRangenconcentrations in the

immediate vicinity are creating other negative issues for many native wildlife SH&SEE: personally

observd about 30 dead hatchling Tortoises in the ear/|
of Mojave Drive and east of Highway 39&].g. Tortoises, MGS, Mojave Voles, and Horned Lizards) and

regul arly seeTalediHdawkb.bi ngd Red

General Wildlife: Mammals observed from the pedestr@ard nighttime drivingurveys included jackrabbit
(Lepus californicus), Antelope ground squirrels (A
(Dipodomys merriami) and one Coydteanis latrans) waseen on the Site (regularly seen in the area) and
several large holes were observedhe general are®@ther mammals previously observed during the Hiigphd

are deer mice (Peromyscus maniculatBayens (Corves corax) were obsehue the general @a,morning

doves (Zenaida macroura) and sage sparrows (Amphispiza belli) were the only birds observed during the field
surveys Numerous lizards [Sidblotch (Uta stansburiana), Desert Spiny (Sceloporus magister), Western
Whiptails (Cremidophorus tigrisaind Desert Night Lizard (Xantusia vigilis) under fallen Joshua tree branches]
were observed in thgeneralarea.

Field observations were from pedestrian surveys [e.g. BinodufalRe gul ar and Ni ght Vi si
(scat, track, calls, nests, lbrows, tail drags)]Numerous lizards [Sidblotch (Uta stansburiana)Desert Spiny
(Sceloporus magisteryVestern Whiptail§Cnemidophorus tigris)California Quail(Callipepla californicg,

Morning dovegZenaida macrouraNorthern MockingbirdMimus polyglottos), &e sparrow§Amphispiza

belli), Antelope ground squirrel@mmospermophilus leucurusgveral Blackailed Jack RabbiLepus
californicus),oneCoyote (Canis latrans)and RavengCorves coraxjvere observed at or near the SNOTE:

No Woodrat(Neotoma lepidajniddens were found on tf&ite butwere observed in the general afda large

amount of bird whitewash was observedioa Site or withirthe buffer zones

Specific Wildlife: The specific wildlife identified during the literature review are discussed in detail below.

For example,he project site contains miparian corridor like the Mojave River, ephemesakamspools, or

other waér bodies required by Arroyo Toadsd riparian oriented birds and migrating bird$ierefore, no

additional surveys for Arroyo Toads were performed. The following has the USF&WS Maps that have a hyper
link, as delineated in the foaites

Planning: Masteand &annabis CEQABiIological, Native Plant & Phasedrts Real Estai® R/\\Services
EngineerinCivil Structurdl Sod Community RelaMarketing Studies Fisca&Feasibility Analysis
SurveyindsPS/GIS, Construction & ALTA 25 © Construction Management & Inspections


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Northern_Mockingbird

ALTEC Engineering Corp. (760) 242-9917

19531 US Highway 18 Fax (760) 242-9918
Apple Valley, CA 92307 RandyAICP@gmail.com

BIOLOGICAL BASELINE ASSESSMENT & NATIVE PLANT REPORT: 20+ ACRES, SENECA RD., VICTORVILLE, CA

AMPHIBIANS

Arroyo Toad (Bufo microscaphus californicu¥

Federal StatusEndangeredState Status Species of Special Concern

DistributionT Southern part of the Coast Ranges from northern San Luis Obispo Co. south to Baja California.
Habitati Feed on snails, Jerulgan crickets, beetles, ants, caterpillars, moths, and occasionally they cannibalize
newly metamorphosed individuals. Often found resquosed sandstream sidewith stable terraces for

burrowing with scattered vegetation for shelted areas of quiet viar or pools free of predatory fishes with
sandy or gravel bottoms without silt for breedimhabitswashes, arroyos, sandy riverbanks, riparian areas

with willows, sycanores, oaks, cottonwoods.

Arroyo Toadi US Fish and Wildlife RargMag

Thunderhird Rd_
Apple
Valley

PaimdaleRd

2
a

BearValley Rd <

Arroyo Toadi US Fish and Wildlife Range Map

Adelanto George
\—=re

Apple Valley

~ Victorville

Hesperia

1

Lake
: Arrowhead
Crestline Big Bear La

San Barnarding,
National
Eaaxel

DiscussiorandRecommendation

The site is not located in proximity to the Mojave River riparian corridor or any other water bodies; Therefore,
no site surveys were conduct for this species.

2 https://nrm.dfg.a.gov/FileHandler.ashx?DocumentlD=1484&inline=1
3 https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp0/profile/speciesProfilesisionid=C8M1C09592C3ED32AD52153692F5C?spcode=D020
4 https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp0/profile/speciesProfile;jsessionid=C8D11C09592C3BE5328203F92F5 ?spcode=D020
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GASTROPOD

Victorville Shoulderband Helminthoglypta mohaveara

Federal Status Federal Species of ConcgfSC);State Status None

Distribution’ Foundalong the Mojave River in areas with riparian habitat and rock outcroppings.
Habitati Requires an aquaticvéronment with nedy rock outcroppings.

DiscussiorandRecommendation
The site is not located in proximity to the Mojave River riparian corridor with rocky outcropping or any other
water bodies with rocky outcroppings; Therefore, no site surveys wedeiciofor this spees.

REPTILES

Desert tortoiseGopherus agassiZii

Federal Status Threatened; State StatuJ hreatened.

DistributionT Widely distributed in the Mojave Desert from below sea level to 7,220 feet above sea level.
Habitati Most commorin desert scrub, dert wash and Joshua tree habitats, but also found in other desert
habitats. Tortoises are herbivores, preferring forbs over grasses and green vegetation over dry. Desert tortoises
excavate burrows and nestdfriable, sandy, weltlrained soilunder bush& rock formations, or open areas to

protect from cold in the northern ranges and from the heat in the southern ranges.

Discussion

This species is known to occur throughout this reg
speciesowabhdemagi nen permanent <classification as a
Wildlife Service (USF&WS) and the CDFW. This species inhabits a variety of vegetative communities, which

in the west Mojave contain Creosote Scrub, Mej&crub (AllscaleiHopsage and Big Galleta and Indian

Ricegrass), among other vegetative communities. Communities of significant concern, such as creosote bush,
saltbush, Joshua tree, Mojave yucca and cacti, are often present in the habitat alongmgttastlhs and

wildflowers. Those areas used by the tortoise are as varied as the west Mojave landscape and include such area
as level flats, fans, and mountainous slopes, rolling hills, sand dunes and lava flows (USFWS, 1994). The
Bureau of Land Manageme(BLM) maps havaesignated the desert into four class zones (1, 2, 3 and 0)
depending on the probability of encountering Tortoises. Class 1 Zones are desighated the highest probability of
encountering Tortoises. Class 0 Zones are considered outshderadrimal and histial range, including
elevationamore tharB065+F to 3085+ feet. These maps are not based on extensive population studies and are
no longer utilized for planning purposes. Conclusions of this report represent the results abseSigment

from a fidd survey to determine the biological baseline for Desert Tortoises.

The Tortoise is the largest reptile in the arid southwest United States and historically occupied a range that
included a variety of desert communities in soutte¥astalifornia, southra Nevada, western and southern

Arizona, southwestern Utah, and through Sonora and northern Sinaloa, Mexico. Today, populations are largely
fragmentedand studies indicate a steady and dramatic decline over most of its former rddigenally,

becausd ortoises have long been prized as pets, collecting of wild Tortoises further reduced the population.
Wildlife biologists estimate five to eight million Tortoises wégikenfrom the desert by collectors between

1880 and 1970. Intheer | vy 1 9 9 (déddrouglat and e highly aontagious respiratory disease infected

5 http://mww.victorvilleca.gov/uploadedFiles/CityDepartments/Development/GeneralPlangbdf
https://www.blm.gov/ca/pdfs/cdd_pdfs/wemo_pdfs/plan/wemoGhapter3 Bookmarks.pdf

6 https://nrm.dfg.a.gov/FileHadler.ashx?DocumentlD£€59&inline=1
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FIGURE 6 i DESERT TORTOISE FEDERALLY IDENTIFIED RANGE’
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8 http://ecos.fws.gov/ecpO/profile/speciesProfile?spcode=C04L #crithab
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Tortoise populations, primarily in thveestern Mojave Deserégion. This disease has had an adverse impact on
Tortoise populations throughout the Mojave Desert reducing Tortoise populations by 90% in localized areas.

DURING WINTER MONTHS

It should be noted that live Tortoises or trackssaldom seen betweeridrNovember and March, as

temperatures force them to remain deep in their dens. However, we have seen Tortoises during this time of year
(first week of February 2000/02/05 and temperature at8@feF) when the weather is extremely wahiso,

we have obseed small reptiles and the budding of trees during the preparation of Biological and Protected

Plant Reports in the winter/spring of 2000/02/04/05. Winter winds, frost, ice, snow and rain usually obliterate
tracks and fresh signs of exation. Potentialaive dens or burrows are noted and plotted for future review.

The site is located within the range but not the critical habitat of the Desert Tortoise according to the US Fish
and Wildlife Service (USFWS) as shown on the following.

Site Survey

No Tortdses or active/potentially active burrows were encountereithe site or in the surrounding area (Table

1, Appendix A)during the field survey and no other signs (e.g. shells, bones, scutes, limbs, burrows, pallets,
scats, egg shelldgments, trackgoutship rings, drinking siteswere found, which would indicate habitat or
utilization of the Site.

Tortoise populations levels are relatively low in the area; however, occupied habitat does exist in the general
area however are atdfier densities to thnorth of Adelanto [specifically seen three tortoises hit by automobiles
along Highway 395 going to Ridgecrest to the Mojave Ground Squirrel Workshop in April 2005 and numerous
tortoises in the 19706s and 19806s] (NDDB2003) .

Recommendtion

Based on theakk of critical habitat, burrows, or other desert tortoise sign observed on site or in proximity, and
no sightings of desert tortoise, no additional surveys are required. However, the following mitigation measure
shall be included witlenvironmental docunmts and project approvals:

1. If desert tortoises are observed on the Site in the future, all construction activities shall cease
immediately and ALTEC Land Planning shall be contacted immediately (ALTEC will contact
USFWS and/or CDFW tdiscuss potential tigation measures, if necessary).

CONCLUSION: No Desert Tortoises or active/potentially active burrows were encountered on
the Site during the field survey. Additionally, no other sign (e.g. scats, tracks, shell fragments) of
Tortoises were found which would indicate habitat or other utilization of the Site.

If Tortoises are observed on the Site in the future, all activities shall be stopped and USFWS and
CDFW contacted to discuss potential mitigation measures

NOTE: Coleman specifially recalls observig numerous Tortoise to the northeast (north of Highway 18) in the
196006s until early 1980606s, since that time Tortois
(also an issue at these earlier times.) being obsemvib@ igeneral areélso, Coleman has completed a variety

of consulting services (Environmental, HazMat, Civil Engineering, Surveying and Real Estate Brokerage and
Appraisals) for numerous parcels within the general area during tRédagears. Burrowing Owls have been
observed in the general arbat aredue to the higher vegetation and low resources availability.
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Western Pond Turtle Clemmys marmorata
Federal Status Federal Species of Concern (FSC); State Stagmecies of Special Concern
DistributionT uncommon t@ommon in suitable aquatic habitat throughout California, west of the Sierra

Cascade crest and absent from desert regions, except in the Mojave Desert along the Mojave River and its
tributaries.

Habitati Permanent or nearly permanewter in a wide vaety of habitats.

Discussiorand Recommendation

The site is not located in proximity to the Mojave River riparian corridor or any other water bodies; Therefore,
no site surveys were conduct for this species.

California distribution of

@ Actinemys marmorata -
Northwestern Pond Turtle

@) Tentatively grouped with A. marmorata but |
can't be sure which species these are based on
the paper that described the two species.

' Actinemys pallida -
Southwestern Pond Turtle

9 https://nrm.dfg.ca.gov/FileHandler.ashx?DocumentlD=2657&inline=1
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Coast Horned Lizard Phrynosoma coronatum

Federal Status Federal Species of Concern (FSC); State Stagmecies of Special Concern

DistributionT Historically found in Cafornia along the PRafic coast from the Baja California border west of

the deserts and the Sierra Nevada, north to the Bay Area, and inland as far north as Shasta Reservoir, and soutt
into Baja California. Ranges up onto the Kern Plateau east of thetthstSierra Nevaad The range has now

been severely fragmented due to land alteration

Habitati open areas of sandy soil and low vegetation in valleys, foothills and semiarid mountains. Found in
grasslands, coniferous forests, woodlands, and chapaittalbpen areas amuhtches of loose soil. Often found

in lowlands along sandy washes with scattered shrubs and along dirt roaisgaedtly found near ant hills.

Discussiorand Recommendation

The CDFW and USFW websites do not identify a Coast Holiwsdd, and CalifoniaHerp.com identifies it as

a Blainvilleds Horned Lizard. However, Rhiymsomxi ent i
blainvillii butidentifiesPhrynosoma coronatuis the Cape Horned Lizard. In either case, tledsmot located

in the range of either species.

Approximate Range of the Phrynosoma coronatum complex

@ Phrynosoma blainviliii - Blainville's Horned Lizard
@ Phrynosoma cerroense - Cedros Island Horned Lizard

@ Phrynosoma coronatum - Cape Horned Lizard
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California glossy snakeArizona elegans occidentafi$

Federal StatusNone State Statué Species of Special Coeen

DistributionT Occurs from the eastern part of the San Francisco Bay Area south to northwestern Baja
California. Absent along the central coast.

Habitati Inhabits arid scrub, rocky washes, grasslaaddchaparral.

Discussion

This site iswithin andhas been found in this specific area by Coleman since thd i 0 6 dabitatisT h e
identified by CaliforniaHerps.com.

Approximate Range of Arizona elegans - Western Glossy Snake

. arenicola Texas Glossy Snake
. e. candida - Mchave Glossy Snake
. eburnata - Desert Glossy Snake
. e. elegans - Kansas Glossy Snake
. €. expolita - Chihuahua Glossy Snake
. noctivaga - Arizona Glossy Snake
. occidentalis - California Glossy Snake

10 http://mww.californiaherps.com/snakes/pages/a.e.occidentalis.html
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Coastal whiptail Aspidoscelis tigris stejnegéti
Federal StatusNone State Status Species of Special @gern

Distribution’ mostly west of the Peninsular Ranges and south of the Transverse Ranges, and north into Ventura
County. Ranges south into Baja California.

Habitati Typically found in hot, dry, flat open spaces in deserts or-sgichiareas.

Discus$on and Recommendatio

The Coastal Whiptaik also known as the San Diego Tiger Whipf&ile site is not located within the range of
the San Diego Tiger Whiptail according to CaliforniaHerps.¢blwe color)

Orange: California Tiger Whiplail
Elue: Coastal VWhiptail
Red: Greal Basin Whiptail

11 http:/Mmww.californiaherps.coniZards/pages.t.stejnegeri.html
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Orange-throated whiptail Aspidoscelis hypgthra!?

Federal Stats- None State Status Watch List

DistributionT Uncommon tccommonover much of its range in Orange, Riverside, and San Diego counties,
west of the crest of the Peninsular Ranges, especially in areas with summer mornitigpfogcurs in
southwesteridan Bernardino Gmty, near Colton.

Habitati Prefers washes and other sandy areas with patches of brush and rocks

Discussiorand Recommendation

The siteis in the southwestern portion of San Bernardino County bapjsoximately 40 miles north of Coh,
which is not within the range of the Orargeroated Whiptail. Therefore, no site surveys were conducted for
this species.

Approximate range of Aspidoscelis hyperythra - Orange-threated Whiptail

@ A. h. beldingi - Belding's Orange-throated Whiptail
@ A. h. hyperythra - Cape Orange-throated Whiptail

12 https://Inrm.dfg.ca.gov/FileHandler.ashx?DocumentlD=2723&inline=1
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Red-diamond rattlesnake Crotalus rubet?

Federal StatusNone State Status Species of Special Concern

Distribution’ Coastal San Diego @mtyto the eastern slopes of the mountains and north through western
Riverside Cantyinto southernmost San Bernardino County.

Habitati occurs in a wide variety of arid and semiarid habitats that provide dense vegetation or rocky cover.

Discussiorand Recommendation
The siteis in thesouthwesterportion of San Bernardino and notwithin the range of the Rediamond
rattlesn&e. Therefore, no site surveys were conduct for this spacié$as never been observed by Coleman

since the miell960s in the Victor ValleyHave been observed numerous times in Riverside County/Coachella
Valley areas.

. California distribution of
Crotalus ruber - Red Diamond Rattlesnake

13 https://nrm.dfg.ca.gov/FéHandler.ashx?DocumentlD=2797&inline=1
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MAMMALS

Mojave Ground Squirrel Spemophilus mohavens¥s

Federal Status Federal Species of ConcgffSC);State Status Threatened

Distribution T Restricted to the Mojave Desert in Sanriedino, Los Angeles, Kern, and Inyo counties. This
species is rare throughout its range.

Habitati Optimal habitats are open desert scrub, alkali desert scrub, and Joshua tree. Also feeds in annual
grasslandsPrefers sandy to gravelly soils; avoids pekeas.

Discussion

This species is known to have historically occupied areas in the northwest Victor Valley region; although,
informationfrom about 50+ MGS Trappings started in 2003 has yielded little intoymia thelocal region.

The MGS is listed pthe CDFW as a threatened species, thereby giving the animal protection under the CESA.
The species is known to occur in the western Mojave Desert in portions of four counties including Inyo, Kern,
San Bernardio, and Los Angeles. Typically, the mainhlisoy MGS aestivates and hibernates when the

weather is at the extremes and when food is scarce. The distribution is quite limited as compared to the other
ground squirrel species [Whitailed Antelope SquirtdWTAS] (Ammospermophilus leucurushd Roun-

tailed Ground Squirrel [RTGSBpermophilus tereticaudus)The Rounetailed Squirrel and the Mojave

Ground Squirrel are similar in appearance but wholly unref@ieflus The MGS is found in several hadit

types throughout the Mojave Desert inchiglicreosote bush scrub, saltbush scrub, and Joshua tree woodland
communities.Lond er m dr ought <conditions, habitat fragment a
habitat and isolation of individuglopulations appear to be the primary factons t he speci esd de
closest longerm sightings of MGS are at T6North, R5West, Section#11, just north of the Southern California
Logistics Airport. The most recent sightingafMGS was trapped in 2003y CalTrans at Colusa and Highway

395 (T6Nath, R5West, Section#8; as reported by Becky Jones -dr704).] [Coleman has observed MGS, to

the north of Adelanto and Helendale area, both ndythen t he 19706s and h@edfd0d6s an

Site Survey
Two important plants critical to ¢hMohave Ground Squirrels are winterfat and spiny-$ege. These two

plants were rarely observed in the general area and are significant food sources for the species and are associat
with preferred habitat (itical) for this specietong term survivatiue to drought condition8ased on the lack

of significant presence of winterfat and spiny fsgge, and the existing conditions of the site, the site does not
support critical habitat for the species. In addifithe site is at the southern edge ofith@wvn historical

i Geogr ap hiTherd havk beanghenterous MGS trappings completed in this area since 2003 when the
first MGS Trapping was completed on a Site ALTEC completed a Biological Baseline Assessthemntorth

along Mojave Drive and no MG@ere located and this specific site is further away from the historical core

habitat of the MGSIf the species is observed on the site in the future, various mitigations will need to be
implemented as per CDF@Uidelines and these are provided in théofeing section.

During the survey, any visual signs of Mohave Ground Squi®gsrmophilus mohavens{®JGS) activity are
noted. This includes noting of any live specimens, tracks, fecal droppings (scasi)srenmany aspect or
suspected burrows. Agvaluation is also made on each burrow, if found, to determine if active or inactive.

CONCLUSION: No Mohave Ground Squirrels or active/potentially active burrows were found on the

Site during the field surveys. Additionally, no other sign of MGS wasfound, which would indicate habitat
or other utilization of the Site. If MGS are observed on the Site in the future, all activities shall be stopped
and USFWS and CDFW contacted to discuss potential mitigation meases

14 https://nrm.dfg.ca.qgov/FileHandler.ashx?DocumentID=2419&inline=1
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Mojave River Vole Microtus californicus mdavensis®

Federal StatusFederal Species of ConcgfSC) State Status Species of Special Concern

Distribution’ Occupies moist habitats along the Mojave River.

Habitati Found in moist habitats includingaadows, freshwater marshes and irrigatedupastin the vicinity

of the Mojave River. Suitable habitat is associated with ponds and irrigation canals along with the Mojave River
proper.

Discussiorand Recommendation
The site is not located in proximitg the Mojave River riparian corridor or anther water bodies; Therefore,
no site surveys were conduct for this species.

Pallid Bat Antrozous pallidus®

Federal StatusFederal Species of ConcgfSC) State Status Species of Special Concern

Distributioni A locally common species of low elevartis in California. It occurs throughout California except

for the high Sierra Nevada from Shasta to Kern counties, and the northwestern corner of the state from Del
Norte and western Siskiyou counties to nomhiéiendocino County.

Habitati A wide varietyof habitats is occupied, including grasslands, shrublands, woodlands, and forests from
sea level up through mixed conifer forests. The species is most common in open, dry habitats with rocky areas
for roosting.A yearlong resident in most of the ranBeders rocky outcrops, cliffs, and crevices with access to
open habitats for foraging.

Discussiorand Recommendation

The site is located in the southwestern portion of San Bernardino and not in a ripariarhaxesarocky

outcroppings which are the typldacations where bats have been regularly observed in the Victor Valley area
since the 19606s; Therefore, no site surveys were

California leaf-nosed batMacrotus californicus’

Fedeal Status None; State StatusSpecies of Becial Concern

DistributionT Found from Riverside, Imperial, San Diego, and San Bernardino counties south to the Mexican
border and portions of southern Nevada and Arizona. Former populations have disappeaceddtal basins,
from Los Angeles to Sani€go. Desert populations have declined, but this speciesrimonin some areas

along the Colorado River.

Habitati Habitats occupied include desert riparian, desert wash, desert scrub, desert tssimauiealkali

desert scrub, and palm oagtostsin rocky, rugged terrain with mines and caves

Discussiorand Recommendation

The site is located in the southwestern portion of San Bernardino and not in a riparian area or have rocky
outcroppings whiclare the typical locations where bats have beerladguwbserved in the Victor Valley area
since the 19606s; Therefore, no site surveys were

Dulzura pocket mouseChaetodipus californicus femoralis
Federal StatusNone; Staté&tatus’ Species of Special Concern
Distribution’

Habitati None specifically found

15 https://wvww.blm.gov/ca/pdfs/cdd pdfs/mvolel.PDF
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Discussionrand Recommendation

The siteis in the southwestern portion of San Bernardino and not within San Diego County and northern Baja
California which arghe typical locations where this speciesbeen regularlypbserved and reported,;

Therefore, no site surveys were conducted for this species.

Pocketed freetailed bat Nyctinomops femorosaccifs

Federal StatusNone; State StatusSpecies of Special Coarn

Distribution’ Found in Riverside, San Diego, and Impkdounties. This species is rare in California, but is
more common in Mexico

Habitati Pinyonjuniper woodlands, desert scrub, desert succulent shrub, desert riparian, desert wash, alkali
desertscrub, Joshua tree, and palm oaBiefers rocky desert aeavith high cliffs or rock outcrops

Discussiorand Recommendation

The site is located in the southwestern portion of San Bernardino and not in a riparian area or have rocky
outcroppings whichra the typical locations where bats have been regularlyadaber the Victor Valley area
since the 196006s; Therefore, no site surveys were

Western yellow batLasiurus xanthinug®

Federal StatusNone; State StatusSpecies bSpecial Concern

DistributionT Uncommon in California, knowanly in Los Angeles and San Bernardicounties south to the
Mexican border.

Habitati Valley foothill riparian, desert riparian, desert wash, and palm oasis haDitatg's yearound in
California. Roosts and feeds in, and near, palm oases and ripeaétats.

Discussiorand Recommendation

The site is located in the southwestern portion of San Bernardino and not in a riparian area or have rocky
outcroppings which are the typical locationsendbats have been regularly observed in the Victor Valkgy ar
since the 196006s; Therefor e, no site surveys were

Southern grasshopper mous®©nychomys torridus ramortd

Federal StatusNone; State StatusSpecies of Special @oern

DistributionT Common in arid desert habitats of thejile Desert and southern Central Valley of California.
Habitati Alkali desert scrub and desert scrub habitats are preferred, with somewhat lower densities expected in
other desert habitats, inding succulent shrub, wash, and riparian areas. Also oetamastal scrub, mixed
chaparral, sagebrush, low sage, and bitterbrush habitats

Discussiorand Recommendation

The site is located in the southwestern portion of San Bernardino and Colemarekwvied this Site (1964

1971) and since has completed numeregfential subdivisions and commercial projects nearby since 1973

and biological baseline assessments and survey protocol surveys for Tortoises and Burrowing Owls starting with
the listing of Tortoises in 1989 and during nigtitne driving on nearby dimoads since 1976 and do not recall

seeing this specific species in this general area; Therefore, no site surveys were conducted for this species.
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Townsend's bigeared batCorynorhinus townsenii*

Federal StatusNone; State StatusSpecies of Speci&oncern

Distribution’ Found throughout California, but the details of its distribution are not well known.

Habitati Found in all but subalpine and alpine habitats and may be found at any g#wasghout its range. It
is most abundant in mesic habitatsoderate or welbalanced supply of moisture).

Discussiorand Recommendation

The site is located in the southwestern portion of San Bernardino and not in a riparian area or have rocky
outcroppirgs which are the typical locations where bats have beerarBgobserved in the Victor Valley area
since the 19606s; Therefore, no site surveys were

Western mastiff bat Eumops perotis californicu®

Federal StatusNone; Sta¢ Statug Species of Special Concern

DistributionT Uncommorresident in southeastern San Joaquin Valley and Coastal Ranges from Monterey Co.
southward through southern California, from the coast eastward to the Colorado Desert.

Habitati Occurs in many ogn, semiarid to arid habitats, including conifer and decidsioodlands, coastal

scrub, annual and perennial grasslands, palm oases, chaparral, desert scrub, and urban. Crevices in cliff faces,
tall buildings trees, and tunnels are required for roosting

Discussiorand Recommendation

The site is located in th@gthwestern portion of San Bernardino and not in a riparian area or have rocky
outcroppings which are the typical locations where bats have been regularly observed in the Victor Valley area
sincet he 19606s; Therefore, n sspedies.e suUrveys were congc

BIRDS

American peregrine falconFalco peregrinus anaturf?

Federal StatusDelisted State Status Fully Protect(FP)

DistributionT Peregrines can be seen all over North Amerioathey are more common along coasts.

Habitati In North Ameica they breed in open landscapes with cliffs (or skyscrapers) for nest sites. They can be
found nesting at elevations up to about 12,000 feet, as well as along rivers and coastlines gniheigahe

local Rock Pigeon populations offer a reliabledasupply. In migration andinter,you can find Peregrine

Falcons in nearly any open habitat, but with a greater likelihood along barrier islands, mudflats, coastlines, lake
edges, and mountaimains.

Site Survey
No American peregrine falcorm their nestsor appropriate habitat weodserved on the Site or within the

(500 foot zone) boundaries of the habiffihe surrounding area contains no cliffs or skyscrapers for nesting,
and no rivers ocoastlines are located near the site.

Discussion anéRecanmendations

No mitigation is recommended as it is unlikely American Peregrine falcons will be found nesting on or near the
site due to the tk of appropriate habitatDuring the survey, any visilisigns of activity areoted,and his

includes noting oény live/deadAmerican peregrine falcor® otherb i r sgexiér nesting locations.

21 https://nrm.dfg.ca.gov/FileHandler.ashx?DocumentID=2347&inline=1
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Arizona bell's vireo Vireo bellii arizonaé*

Federal Status none; State Statu€Endangered

Distributioni A rare summer resident along the Color&ieer from Needls, San Bernardino @aty, south to
Blythe, Riverside Conty.

Habitati Inhabits low, dense riparian growth along water or along dry parts of internsitteams. Typically
associated with willow, @tonwood, baccharis, wild blackberry, mesquite in deselocalities.

Discussion
The site does not contain nor is it locate near dense riparian growth along water or intermittent streams.
Thereforeno surveys were conductedfdr i zona bel |l 6s vireo

Bald EagleHaliaeetus leucocephaliid

Federal StatusThreatenegdState Status Endangered

DistributionT Permanent resident, and uncommon winter migrant, now restricted to breeding mostly in Butte,
Lake, Lassen, Modoc, Plumas, Shasta, Siskiyou, andylcounties. About half of the wintering population is

in the Klamath Basin. More common at lower elevations; not found in the high Sierra Nevada. Fairly common
as a local winter migrant at a few favored inland waters in southern California. Largests oot at Big

Bear Lake, Cachuma Lake, Lake Mathews,iN&ento Reservoir, San Antonio Reservoir, and along the
Colorado River.

Habitati Requires large, oldrowth trees or snags in remote, mixed stands near water.

Site Survey
No Bald Eagler their nestsor appropriate habitat weodserved on the Site within the (506foot zone)

boundaries of the habitdthe surrounding area contaiolgl-growth trees or snags in remote mixed stands near
water

Discussion anéRecommendations

The site does not ctain nor is it locate nearid-growth trees or snags inmete mixed stands near water

Therefore, no surveys were conducted for Bald Eagles. It should be noted that Bald Eagles have been seen in th
High Desert area when there are forest fires in theBBa&yLakearea. Once the fiseareextinguished, Bald

Eagks are no longer seen in the High Desert.

Bell's sage sparrowArtemisiospiza belli belli

Federal Status None State Status Watch List

DistributionT Not migratory in many areas, but mostly witiaws from higher elevations and northern Great
Basin in wnter and moves to southern deserts. Frequentsdemgestands of shrubdn transmontane

California, occupies sagebrush, alkali desert scrub, desert scrub, andlsiitats Most comma from

western edge of Owens Valley, Inyo County, south throogkhern Sierra Nevadind western edge of Mojave
Desert to desert slopes of Transverse Ranges.

Habitati Shrubby areas of California and Baja California, including coastal sagebrush andahagavell as

t he Mojave Desert an dslard.aMany fire yemoura fesiderisabut sdrle migratatd e
southern California and western Arizona for winter, where they mix with the very similar Sagebrush Sparrow
and other species in opairy habitats.

Site Survey

24 https://nrm.dfg.ca.qgov/FileHandler.ashx?DocumentID=2091&inline=1
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The siteis in the western portionfahe Mojave Desert ancbntains numeroushrubsappropriatefoBe | | 6 s s a.
sparrows. During the survey,yamisualor audiblesigns or activity are noted. This includes any bircces
whitewash(scats) excrement on perching locations, feathers angdstations. An evaluation is also made on

each nest, if found, to determine if the nest is active or inactive.

No Bell 6s sage sparrows or nthes(806footvz@ne)bourmarisseofthee d o n
habitat.

Recommendations

NoBellbs sage sparrows or their nests were | ocated du
contain habitat potentially suitable for them and other nesting birds. Thetbi®fe]lowing mitigation

measures shall be included with environmentaudeents and project approvals:

1. An additional survey fonesting birdshall be required if construction activities do not begin prior to
February 12018.

2. An additional survey fonesting birdshall be required if there is a lapse of constructictivities for
30 continuous working days thereafter.

Discussion

Bendire's Thrasher Toxostoma Bendiréf

Federal Status none; State StattisSpecies of Special Concern

DistributionT A local spring and summer resident and breeder in flat areas of siesaunlent shrub and Joshua
tree habitats in the Mojave Desddiccurs primarily in San Bernardino and western Keumties

Habitati forages on the flat desert floor with clumps oftaa¢ yucca and thorny scrub. Feeds on caterpillars,
beetles and othénsects. Seeks cover in stands of thorny shrubs and cactus. Nests in cholla, yucca, paloverde,
thorny shrub or small trees.

Site Survey
While the site is relatively flat, a survey falino appropriate habitat (desert succulent shrub, Joshua tree
habita |, no clumps of cactus or thorny shrubs). for t|

there is some potentially suitable habitat-(and offsite vegetation and struges) forothernesting birds.

Discussion anéRecommendation

NoBendi reds Thrashers or their nests were | ocated d
habitat potentially suitable fathernesting birds. Therefore, the followimgjtigation measures shall be

included with environmental documeratisd project approvals:

1. An additional survey fonesting birdshall be required if construction activities do not begin prior to
APRIL 1, 2020.
2. An additional survey fonesting bir@ shall be required if there is a lapse of construction aigtsvfor

30 continuous working days thereafter.
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Black-tailed gnatcatcherPolioptila melanurg’

Federal StatusNone State Status Watch List - REMOVE WATCH LISTEDWHEN NO OTHER
PROTECTIONAND NOT IN VICTORVILLE GENERAL PLAN

Distribution A commonresident below about 300 m (1,000 ft) in desert wash habitat from Palm Springs and
Joshua Tree National Monument south, and common along the Colorado River. Now rare in eastern Mojave
Deset north to the Amargosa River, Inyo County.

Habitati Most numerousni desert wash habitat with dense mesquite, paloverde, ironwood, acacia. Absent from
areas where introduced saltcedar or other exotic vegetation dominates.

Discussion anéRecommendations

Thesiteis in the southwestern portion of San Bernardino County daed not contain a desert wash, or dense
mesquite, paloverde, ironwood or acadia.Black-Tailed Gnatcatchers, appropriate habitat or nests were
located during the site surveyswever, the site and vicinity contain habitat potentially suitable for tvemn
other nesting birds. Therefore, the following mitigation measures shall be included with environmental
documents and project approvals:

1. An additional survey fonestingbirdsshall be required if construction activities do not begin prior to
APRIL 1, 2020.
2. An additional survey fonesting birdshall be required if there is a lapse of construction activities for

30 continuous working days thereafter.

Brown-crested Flycatcher Myiarchus tyrannulug®

Federal Status None State Status WatchList

DistributionT A commonsummer resident (May to July) in desert riparian habitat along the Colorado River. A
few nestsat Morongo Valley, San Bernardino @aty. May nest ery locally at other desert oases and riparian
habitats northwest to Mojave Riwnear Victorville, San Bernardino County.

Habitati Most numerous in riparian groves of cottonwood, mesquite, willow, which afford suitable nest sites,
but often forages in gacent desert scrub or plantings of saltcedar.

Discussion anéRecommendations

No BrownCrested Flycatchers, appropriate habitat or nests were located during the site surveys. The site
contains no desert riparian habitat or degasis ands not locatedilong the Colorado or Mojave river§he
following mitigation measures shalklincluded with environmental documents and project approvals:

1. An additional survey fonesting birdshall be required if construction activities do not begin prior to
APRIL 1, 2020.
2. An additional survey fonesting birdshall be required ithere is a lapse of construction activities for

30 continuous working days thereafter.
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Burrowing Owl Athena cunicularig®

Federal Status none; State StattisSpecies of Special Coam

DistributionT yearlong resident in open, dry grassland and deabitats, and in grass, forb and open shrub
stages of pinyofiuniper and ponderosa pine habitats.

Habitati feed on small insects, small mammals, reptiles, birds and carrion. Useapdémr burrows for
roosting and nesting. When burrows are scarce,maslyin pipes, culverts, nest boxes, and other protected
Aburrowso.

Site Survey
During the survey, any visual signs of activity are noted. This includes noting of any live/deant otkisr

b i rspexiés, whitewash (scats) excrement on perching éosatiodent bones, feathers or remains of scattered
bones or fragments and any aspect or suspected Burrowing Owl burrows or nesting locations. An evaluation is
also made on each burraw group of burrows or nesting site, if found, to determine if theémgsite(s) is

active or inactive. The burrow(s) or nest(s) will be considered as active unless the structure has collapsed or is
blocked due to natural causes. Existing Site conditoasative desert sandy loam soil @agyto create

extensive burroveystems however the density and the height of the vegetation are not common for Burrowing
Owils. Numerous natural and manmade impacts as previously described, further negapiaetythe soils and

Site.

No Burrowing Owls Athene cunicularip other Rapirs or active/potentially active burrows or nests were
encountered during the field surveyd no other signs (e.g. shells, bormefurrows, tracks,) were found,

which would ndicateno habitat or utilization of theite. In addition, no pipes, culvertaest boxes or other
protected fAburrowso were | ocated on site, and no r
located along portions of the Site nea&Ol and theadjacent development. A thorough pedestrian review was
completed along all lbms on the Site and within the 5ot Buffer area, in addition to transects of the site,

and no evidence of present or past use of Burrowing Owls were.fibimdoted thathe loose nature of the

alluvial soils at the Site and general area aregeatrally suitable for burrows due to collapsdthough small

animal burrows may be more stable and ublkedvever, here is some potentially suitable habitat-(and off
sitevegdation and structures) for nesting birds.

Recommendation

No Burrowing Owls orother sign were located during the site surveys; however, the site and vicinity contain
potentially suitabldabitat. Therefore, the following mitigation measures shall bededuwvith environmental
documents and project approvals:

1. An additional surey forBurrowing Owlsshall be required if construction activities do not begin prior
to APRIL 1, 2020.

2. An additional survey fonesting birdshall be required if there isl@se of construction activities for
30 continuous working days thereafte

Discussion

The Burrowing Owl is a California Species of Special Concern (CSSC), thereby giving the animal protection
under the CESA and is protected under the federal MigratedyTBeaty Act (MBTA) of 1918 (16 U.S.C. 703
711) This Owl is found in wstern North America from Canada to Mexico, and east to Texas and Louisiana. In
areas of its range, it is migratory; the northern areas of the Great Plains and Great Basin. Aldhowtghith
northern California are thought to migrate, owls within cergtral southern California are predominantly non

29 https://nrm.dfj.ca.gov/FileHandler.ashx?Document|D=1871&inline=1

Planning: Masteand &annabis CEQABiIological, Native Plant & Phasedrts Real Estai® R/\\Services
EngineerinCivil Structurdl Sod Community RelaMarketing Studies Fisca&Feasibility Analysis
SurveyindsPS/GIS, Construction & ALTA 36 © Construction Management & Inspections


https://nrm.dfg.ca.gov/FileHandler.ashx?DocumentID=1871&inline=1

ALTEC Engineering Corp. (760) 242-9917

19531 US Highway 18 Fax (760) 242-9918
Apple Valley, CA 92307 RandyAICP@gmail.com

BIOLOGICAL BASELINE ASSESSMENT & NATIVE PLANT REPORT: 20+ ACRES, SENECA RD., VICTORVILLE, CA

migratory due to the mild winter seasaithough, information on current population levels is not well
documented for the general regio

Burrowing owls are primarily crepuscular (active at dusk and fautrwill hunt throughout a 24hour period

As their name suggests, burrowiognv | nesbin burrows in the ground, often in old rodent burrGwgy can

dig their ownburrows bufprefea deserted excavations of other rodent animdiave observed owls using
burrows (typically squirrels in the Victor Valley) of tortoises, kit fox, coyote/dog holes, fallen Joshua Trees
trunks, and artificial burrows, such as broken concrete and asmiaitete slabs and other construction or
mining debris/materialsThey arealso known to use Badger burrows.

This is a small groundwelling owl with a round head that lacks the tufts of feathers, which are often referred to
as ear tufts. It has white dy@ws, yellow eyes, long stilike legs and a stubby tail. The owl is dgrcolored

on the head, back, and upper parts of the wings and-tehiteam with barring on the breast and belly. Unlike
most owls, the male is a lighter color and slightly lathan the femaleérhe Owl normal voice can be a rolling
co0-c-0-0 to a cacle to alert others when it is alarmed by nearby threats but is normally quite locally.

Burrowing owls are found in open country such as salt brush flats, greasewood woodlaruehsjupiiper

woodlands, dry grasslands, agricultural and range lands, ard dabitats often associated with numerous

rodent burrowing animals. They can also inhabit grass and shrub stages of pinyon and ponderosa pine habitats.
The owl typically stands ught whether perching commonly on any available high point, includirty doa 6 s ,
fence posts, construction debris, on top of mounds outside its burrow or just in the middle of dirt roads at night.

The Owl nesting season begins between February andafgrinay last until the end of August if conditions

are favorableThe pealof the nesting season is from April 15 to July 15. The owls often line their nest with an
assortment of dry materials and the average number of eggs laid is between seven hudibation lasts 28

to 30 days and is performed only by the female. W8tilein the nest, the care of the young is performed by the

male At 14 days of age, the young may be seen roosting at the entrance to the burrow, waiting for the adults and
food. The young leave the nest at about 44 days and begin chasing living imisentd9 to 56 days aldhey

are mostly crepuscular (morning and evening) and are less active in the peak heat of sumiiee days

Burrowing Owl home range, or geographic area ovdckvthe owls habitually wander, has been documented in

the range of 0.1ot4 acres per nesting pair, with greater variations found elsewhere (Thomsen, 1971).
Consumption of insects increases during the breeding séasioier, 1990).

Burrowing owls tendo be opportunistic feeders. Large arthropods, mainly beetles and gmassh)a@omprise a
large portion of their diet. Small mammals, especially mice, voles (Mojave V@&SC), rats, gophers, and

infant ground squirrels (MGS, WTAS & RTGS), are alspdriant food items. Other prey animals include

reptiles and amphibians,@pions, young cottontail rabbits, bats, and birds, such as sparrows and horned larks.

Owls have not been documented during earlier Edward AFB surveys (Paiute Ponds area, [R&@0vdoed

August 2001 reconnaissance surveys indicate that burrow availafély be limited in areas located west of

SR-14 near agricultural lands and owls may occasionally forage and potentially nest in undiscovered burrows.
Coleman has historically obsed owls and other raptors near the agricultural areas from Lake LokeAnge

the Mojave River in the early 198006s during |l and s

Prior to the pedestrian field surveys, a review of the most current Burré@wh(jterature was conducted by
researching available Internet literatared current local procedures (Cities of Adelanto, Apple Valley, Hesperia
and Victorville) Owl surveys were conducted according to the California Burrowing Owl Consortium, Santa
CruzPredatory Bird Research Group Burrowing Owl Survey Protd@93).The potocol included three

phases

0 Habitat AsOs eBsusrmmeort S@r TVkeiyee days of Burrowing O
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The Habitat Assessment was condudtedetermine locations of fossorial mammal burrows and burrows with
Burrowing Owl evidence. Theurvey included all areas to be deyesd and wthin 500 feetof the Site. The
surveys were conducted by walking transects spaced at approxirfat 800 meter) intervals e8ite and
100foot (30 meter) intervals ofite (excluding developed properties), allowing for 100 percent visual
cowverage othe ground surface.

No Burrowing Owls or burrows were located during the habitat assessment during the early mornings (1 hour
prior to sunrise to 2 hours after sunrig&jditionally, no Burrowing Owls were seen on adjacent or nearby dirt
roadsin the eening (dusk plus 2 houtshherefore, no focused burrow or Burrowing Owl surveys were
conducted. However, if burrows or burrowing owls were located during the habitat assessment, these surveys
would have been completeficcording to protocol, obgeationsare to be made from fixed locations on Site

and within binocular range of large concentrations of burrows and known Burrowing Owl loc8tiovesys

would be conducted to determine the following information:

I f the Burr owSieburdwe!l s used the on
How many owls are present
Nesting acti wiwtlpiesemtr si gn of young

O¢ O¢ O«

PERSONAL OBSERVATIONS (40 YEARS) IN THE VICTOR VALLEY BY RANDY COLEMAN

Burrowing Owl populations are nemigratory in the VEtor Valley and have significantly increased in

population and area inhabited due to the expansion of excellent food sources (margins of golf courses, large
developed lots with yards and/or horses, especially neighborhood parks and schools located @doingetier

of the Victor Valley, manmade burrow alternatives near potential food sources) in historical areas that
previously had no Owls, however Juniper Woodland and larger and higher density Creosote scrub areas are not
a safe alternative for owls dtethe higher density groundcovaYhile the historical locations along the

Mojave River and agricultural corridors remain essentially the same, other areas currently provide suitable food
sources and adjacent native habitat for OMwsee (3) nesting cgles (observed in 20035) for many bird

species is now common due to excellent food sources throughout summer from an assortment of manmade
conditions in the Victor ValleyNumerous other bird and animal species have also expanded their range from
the Mojave River Riparian corridoBurrowing Owls can be seen at night while driving local dirt roads in areas
having the following characteristicSpecifically,near valley perimeter schools and parks, near nuisance water
runoff, golf courses, near horse amglieultural areas and nearby native vegetation with lower density
groundcover or graded suburban parcels near existing residential subdivisions.

The Burrowing Owils in the Victor Valley will typically fly away from the burrow when threatened or when
peopleare within about 15 to 60 feet from the burrow (other side of a fence, within fenced yards with homes and
horses, graded road or brush), except prior to and during the nesting season where they may be easily agitated,
they will bob and bow while perchirag the burrow If prior to actual fledglings in the nest, they will fly away

from the burrow when people are3t+/- feet and will fly away about another 150 fdéfledglings are in the

burrow they will watch and slowly retreat into andadal the buww when approached @6+/- feet

Coleman has observed Burrowing Owls in the generalsineathe midl 9 6 06 s near Hook Jr .
Schooldue towater and food resour@wailablity. Also, Coleman has completed aiety of consulting

serviceg Environmental, HazMat, Civil Engineering, Surveying and Real Estate Brokerage and Appraisals) for
numerous parcels within the general asetween Highway 18 to the south and Hopland to the north-ABdd

the east and Highwa395 to the wedlluring the last40+ years.
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California gull Larus californicus®

Federal StatusNone State Status Watch List

DistributionT common nester at alkali and freshwater lacustrine habitats east of theN®iesida and

Cascades, and anuwiglant visitor to coastahd interior lowlands imonbreeding season. California’'s nesting
population is scattered across the northeastern plateau eeglat Mono Lake.

Habitati Needs undisturbed, isolated islands for nestiggds on garbage, cami earthworms, adult insis¢

and larvae. It frequents landfill dumps, fields, and pastures. On breeding grounds, young fed larval insects, brine
shrimp, young birds, garbage, earthworms, and insects

Discussion

California gulls may be blown into the Vawille area during wintestorms andtay for several weeks.

However, they do not reside here on a permanent basis due to the lack of appropriate habitat necessary for
nesting. Therefore, no surveys were conducted, and no surveys are needed in the future

Coastal cactus wrenCampyorhynchus brunneicapillus sandiegensis

Federal StatusNone State Statué Species of Special Concern

DistributionT Found in arid parts of westwadtaining slopes of southern California; numbers reduced in

recent decade&requents desert succulehtugb, Joshua tree, and desert wash habitats.

Habitati Frequents deserts and other arid terrain with thickets, patches, or tracts of larger, branching €acti, stiff
twigged, thorny shrubs, and small trees.

Discussion

The siteis in the southwestern portiayf San Bernardino and does not contain westward draining slopes. In
addition, the side does not contain desert succulent scrubs, or a desert wash habitat. No Coastal Cactus Wrens,
habitat or nests were located duringvgys. Therefore, no additional segs are necessary.

Cooper's Hawk Accipiter cooperit?

Federal StatusNone State Status CSC

DistributionT A breeding resident throughout most of the wooded portion of the state. Breeds in southern Sierra
Nevada fodtills, New York Mountaing Owens Vdky, and other local areas in southern California. Ranges

from sea level to above 9000 ft.

Habitati Frequents landscapes where wooded areas occur in patches and groves. Often uses patchy woodlands
and edges with snadar perching. Dense stands with moate crowndepths used for nesting

Discussion anéRecommendations

The site does not contain nor is it locate radigrowth trees or snags in remote mixed stands near water,
howeverthe following mitigation measuresalhbe included with environmentabduments and project
approvals:

1. An additional survey foBurrowing Owlsshall be required if construction activities do not begin prior
to APRIL 1, 2020.

2. An additional survey fonesting birdshall be required ithere is a lapse of construmi activities for
30 continuous working days thereafter.

30 https://nrm.dfg.ca.gov/FileHandler.ashx?DocumentlD=1793&inline=1
31 https://nrm.dfg.ca.gov/FileHandler.ashx?DocumentlD=2027&inline=1
32 https://nrm.dfg.ca.gov/FileHandler.ashx?Docutiignl 667 &inline=1
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Crissal thrasher Toxostoma crissafé

Federal Status none; State StattisSpecies of Special Concern

DistributionT Resides in southeastedaserts anés commonin the Colorado River Valley. Occigs dense

thickets or shrubs or low trees in desert riparian and desert wash habitats. In the Eastern Mojave Desert, it also
occurs in dense sagebrush and other shrubs in washes within juniper and pinyon jungisr habit

Habitati Forages on the groundetween and under shrubs by digging in friable soil and probing litter. Eats
insects, other invertebrates, berries and small fruit, seeds and small lizards. Takes cover in thickets of dense,
shrubby vegetation alongrgams and in washes (i.e., mesquiteswbean mesquite, ironwood, catclaw acacia,

and arrowweed willow). Builds nests in tickets of desert shrubs and low trees.

Discussion and Recommendations
The site does not contain nor is it locate near appropréiitat;however the following mitigation measures
shall be included with environmental documents and project approvals:

1. An additional survey foBurrowing Owlsshall be required if construction activities do not begin prior
to APRIL 1, 2020.

2. An addiional survey fomesting birdshall be required if there is a lapse of construction activities for
30 continuous working days thereafter.

Ferruginous Hawk Buteo Regali&*

Federal Status Federal Species of Concern (FSS8)ate Status CSC (Watch List)

DistributionT Uncommon winter rédent and migrant at lower elevations and open grasslands in the Modoc
Plateau, Central Valley, and Coast Ranges. Fairly common winter resident of grasslands and agricultural areas
in southwestern California. Casual in aast in summer. Frequents opeasglands, sagebrush flats, desert

scrub, low foothills surrounding valleys, and fringes of pinjuomiper habitats.

Habitati Requires large, open tracts of grasslands, sparse shrub, omdseteévated struares for nesting.
Discussion and Recomm@gtions

The site does not contain nor is it locate near approgradiat;however, the following mitigation measures

shall be included with environmental documents and project approvals:

1. An additional surveyor Burrowing Owlsshall be required ifanstruction activities do not begin prior
to APRIL 1, 2020.

2. An additional survey fonesting birdshall be required if there is a lapse of construction activities for
30 continuous working days thereafter.

Discussion and Recommendations
The sitedoes not contain nor is it locataear appropriatbabitat;however the following mitigation measures
shall be included with environmental documents and project approvals:

1. An additional survey foBurrowing Owlsshdl be required if construction agtties do not begin prior
to APRIL 1, 2020.

2. An additional survey fonesting birdshall be required if there is a lapse of construction activities for
30 continuous working days thereatfter.

33 https://nrm.dfg.ca.gov/FileHandler.ashx?DocumentlD=2075&inline=1
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Gila woodpeckerMelanerpesuropygialis’”

Federal Status none; State Stattisendangered.

Distributioni An uncommon t@ommonresident in southern California along the Colorado Rized, locally
near Brawley, Imperial @unty. Occurs mostly in desert riparian and desertwvrabitats, but also found in
orchardvineyard and urban habitats, particularly in shade tadsdate palm groves. Formerly found in farm
and ranctyards throughout the Imperial Valldyt most regularly now near Brawley. Numbers have declined
greatly n southern California irecent decade

Habitati Mostly in desert riparian and desert wash habitats, but also orgim@nghrd and urban habitats. Cover
consists of cottonwoods and other desert riparian trees, shade trees, and date palms.

Site Survey
No cottonwoods, other riparian treesadi treegexcept smoketregsr date palms were fountkar oron the

site No Gila Woodpecker or active/potentially active nests were located on site or in the vicinity during transect
walks. However, there is sometpotially suitable habitat fasthernesting birds.

Discussion anéRecommendation

The disturbed sithasvery small and young cattered natig desert plants and invasive grasses, bushes and
weeds (including small cactasd creosofewhich are not partfahe desert riparian and desert waslibitats.

No cottonwoods, other riparian trees, shade trees or date palms were found near or orvihelsite Gila
Woodpeckers or active/potentially active nests were located during the site surveys, theviiieigndontain
habitat potentiallysuitable for nesting birds. Therefore, the following mitigation measures shall be included with
environmental documents and project approvals:

1. An additional survey fonesting birdshall be required if constructiaactivities do not begin prior to
APRIL 1, 2020.
2. An additional survey fonesting birdshall be required if there is a lapse of construction activities for

30 continuous working days thereafter.

Golden EagleAquila chrysaeto¥®

Federal StatusNone StateStatusi CSC (FP; Watch Li3

DistributionT Uncommon permanent resident and migrant throughout California, ékeaginter of Central
Valley. Perhaps more common in southern California than in north. Ranges from sea level up to 11,500 ft.
Habitattypically rolling foothills, moumain areas, sagjaniper flats, desert.

Habitati Rolling foothills and mountain terrain, wide arid plateaus deeply cut by streams and canyons, open
mountain slopes, and cliffs and rock outcrops.

Site Survey
No Golden Eaglewere located during site surgey he site is relatively flat desert habitat, withrolling

foothills, mountains, streams, canyons or cliffs and rock outcroppings.

Discussion
Golden Eagles can be found foraging and nesting in the mountains sungptivelHigh Desert, including thes
located in the north Apple Valley area. In addition, they may be found foraging along the Mojave River, golf

3% https://nrm.dfg.ca.gov/FileHandler.ashx?DocumentlD=1917&inline=1
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courses, and other areas of the High Desert. However, these areasnaa@thet site. Regalless the
following mitigation measures shall becluded with environmental documents and project approvals:

1. An additional survey fonesting birdshall be required if construction activities do not begin prior to
APRIL 1,2020.
2. An additional swey fornesting birdshall be required if #re is a lapse of construction activities for

30 continuous working days thereatfter.

Gray vireo Vireo vicinior®’

Federal StatusNone State Status Species of Special Concern

Distribution’ An uncommon, loal, summer resident in arid pinygumiper, juiiper, and chamiseedshank
chaparral habitats from 20@500 ft in mountains of Southern California. Formerly more widespread, breeding
west to Walker Pass, Kern @Quaty., in northern and western foothills diet San Gabriel Mts., and at many
additional Iealities in San Bernando, Riverside and San Diego counties

Habitati Breeders frequent arid, shrabvered slopes with sparse to moderate cover and scattered small trees.
In San Diego Co., usually used oa&lsewhere commonly junipers, pinyon pinesroise,andchaparral.

Site Survey
This site does not have arid pinypmiper, juniper, pinyon pines, and chamisdshank chaparral habitatere

found near or on the site. No active/potentially active neste located on site or in the vicinity duritrgnsect
walks. However, there is some potentially suitable habitat for other nesting birds.

Discussion and Recommendations
The site does not contain nor is it located near appropadtieat; however the following mitigation measures
shall be includé with environmental documents and project approvals:

1. An additional survey foBurrowing Owlsshall be required if construction activities do not begin prior
to APRIL 1, 2020.

2. An additional survey foneging birdsshall be required if there &lapse of construction activities for
30 continuous working days thereafter.

Harris' hawk Parabuteo unicinctug®

Federal StatusNone State Status Watch List

DistributionT Historically occurred yearound in he Lower Colorado River Valley from neldeedles to the

Imperial National Wildlife Refuge, with a small disjunct breeding population at the south end of the Salton Sea
(Small 1994, Bednarz 1995). Extirpated in the 1960V is a rare yearlong residentszfuthern Salton Sea

and Imperial valley

Habitati Inhabits desert scrub améhsh habitats with scattered trees for hunting perches and nest structures

Site Survey
This site does not have desert wash habitats with scattered trees for huntieg pert nest structurésind

near or on the &. No active/potentially active nests were located on site or in the vicinity during transect walks.
However, there is some potentially suitable habitat for other nesting birds.

37 https://nrm.dfg.ca.gov/FileHandler.ashx?DocumentlD=2093&inline=1
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Discussion and Recommendaiso
The site does not contain nor is it locatexdr appropriathabitat;however the following mitigation measures
shall be included with environmental documents and project approvals:

1. An additional survey foBurrowing Owlsshall be required if constction activities do not begin prior
to APRIL 1, 2020.

2. An additional survey fonesting birdshall be required if there is a lapse of construction activities for
30 continuous working days thereafter.

Le Conte's ThrasherToxostoma leconté?

Federal Situs- None State Status Species of Sgcial Concern

DistributionT An uncommon to rare, local resident in southern California deserts from southern Mono County
south to the Mexican border, and in western and southern San Joaquin Valley.

Habitati Open esert wash, desert scrub, alkali desemils, and desert succulent shrub habitats; also occurs in
Joshua tree habitat with scattered shrubs

Site Survey
This site does not haweide shallowdesert wash habitagsd ro active/potentially active nests were located on

site or in the vicinity duringransect walks.

Recommendations

1. An additional survey fonesting birdshall be required if construction actigisi do not begin prior to
APRIL 1, 2020.
2. An additional survey fonesting birdshall be required if there is a lapse of condtouncactivities for

30 continuous working days thereafter.

Discussion
LeCo n t Ehiasher were not observed on the siteiotwh i n t he gener al area (AZon
no documented sightings of these species (NDDB 2003).

L e Cont enér@oxbstomaaleConteid a federal Species of Concern and California Species of Special
Concern. This species is widesapdethroughout the West Mohave Desert, favoring areas with cacti, Joshua trees
andlarge widedesert washes, especially those witbsiote bush (West Mohave Plan, 1999; Ehrlich et al.,

1988). This species has been observed by Coleman north of Adelamteintt 9 706 s and 198006s,
natural drainage courses with smaller low density Creosote in the Mojave scrub habitahevGadifornia

Thrasher prefers natural or manmade riparian corridors (Mojave &iugdorand Apple Valley Country

Club). Also, two species occurrences are reported from the Rosamond Hills; surveys at Edwards AFB conducted
in 1992 and 1993 confirmedtiper e sence of Le Conteds thrasher in th
1993a; 1993b). The West Mohave Plan (1999)stite conservation of large contiguous land areas should be a
primary goal for species conservation planning. The absence of Le Gomt t hr asher sighting
while not an indicator of species absence, provides a relative indicationvailtleeof the Site to this species.

The ecotonal habitat that occurs at the Site is not considered to meet the habitat requirementsL e Cont e ¢
thrasher.

39 https://nrm.dfg.ca.gov/FileHandlashx?DocumetD=2077&inline=1
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Least Bell's Vireo Vireo bellii pusillus*

Federal StatusEndangeredState Status Endangered

Distribution’ endemic to California and northern Baja California. Now a rare, local, summer resident below
about 2000 ft in willows rad other low, dense valley foothill riparian habitat and lower portions of canyons
mostly in San Benito and Monterey cowdti; in coastal southern California from Santa Barbara County south;
and along the western edge of the deserts in desert riparigathab

Habitati Low, dense riparian growth along water or along dry parts of intermittent streams. Typically
associated wit willow, cottonwood, baccharis, wild blackberry, or mesquite in desert localities.

Discussion
The site does not contain and is near riparian habitat or intermittent streams. Therefore, no surveys are
required.

Loggerhead ShrikeLanius ludovicianug*

Federal Status Federal Species of ConcgfSC) State Status Species of Special Concern

Distributioni A common resident and wigr visitor in lowlands and foothills throughout California.

Habitati Open habitats with scattered shrubs, trees, gesises, utility lines, or other perches. Highest density
occurs in opercanopied valley foothill hardwood, valley foothill hardwecahifer, valley foothill riparian,
pinyortjuniper, juniper, desert riparian, and Joshua tree habitats.

Discussion
The sitedoes not contain the type of habitetjuired;therefore, no surveys are required.

Loggerhead shrik@_anius ludovicianusis a Calibrnia Species of Special Concern. This bird is common year
round throughout California lowlands where resident birds agenanted by winter migrants. The loggerhead
shrike prefers open habitats with scattered perches such as fences, posts, utiliyrlibesand trees

Two loggerhead shrikes were observed at Edwards AFB in December 2000; their breeding status amthe Site
whetherthese birds were migrants is not known. The shadscale scrub vegetation community and abundant
fences in the project aeavould likely provide suitable nesting habitat for loggerhead shrike. Eastdf SRe
patchwork of agriculturali€élds and shadscale scrub habitats are highly suitable for this species.

Long-eared OwlAsio otug?

Federal StatusNone State Statub Species of Special Concern

DistributionT Uncommon yearlong resident throughout the state excefehtral Valley an&outhern
California deserts where it is an uncommon winter visitor.

Habitati Riparian habitat required; also uses live oak thickets #met dense stands of trees.

Discussion
The site does not contain riparian habitat, or live oakéts or other dense stands of trees. Therefore, no
surveys are necessary.

40 https://nrm.dfg.ca.gov/FileHandler.ashx?DocumentlD=2091&inline=1
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Lucy's warbler Oreothlypis luciaé®

Federal StatusNone State Status Spedes of Special Concern

Distribution’ An uncommon to common, summer resident and breeder along litradoRiver common
locally in a few other desert areas, and rare near Salton Sea.

Habitati Desert wash and desert riparian habitats, especially thoseated by mesquite; also ranges into
saltcedar and other thickets. |

Site Survey
This site does not haweide shallowdesert waslr riparianhabitatsand ro active/potentially active nests were

located on site or in the vicinity during transect walks.

Discussiorand Recommendation
The site does not contain desert wash or riparian habitat. Therefore, no survey is necessary.

Northern Harrier _Circus cyaneu¥

Federal StatusNone State Statué Species of Special Concern

DistributionT Occurs from annuarasslandip to lodgepole pine and alpine meadow habitats, as high as 10,000

ft. Breeds from sea level to 5700 ft in the Central Valley and Sierra Nevada, and up to 3600 ft in northeastern
California. Permanent resident of the northeastern plateau asthtaregdess common resident of the Central
Valley. Widespread winter resident and migrant in suitable habitat.

Habitati Frequents meadows, grasslands, open rangelands, desert sinks, fresh and saltwater emergent wetland:
seldom found in wooded areas

Discussiorand Recommendation
The site does not contain desert sinkotherappropriate habitat. Therefore, no surveys are necessary.

Prairie Falcon Falco mexicanu$®

Federal StatusNone State Statué Species of Special Concern

DistributionT Uncommon permanent resident thahgas from southeastern deserts northwest throughout the
Central Valley and along the inner Coast Ranges and Sierra Nevada.

Habitati Uses open annual grasslands to alpine meadows, but associated primarily with perestaadgras
savannahs, rangelandnse agricultural fields, and desert scri@equires shelterethnyonscliff ledges
escarpments, and rock outcrdps covet

areas

Discussiorand Recommendation
The site does not contain and not near sheltered canydhieddies, escarpments or rocltorops. Therefore,
No surveys are necessary.

Sharp-shinned Hawk Accipiter striatug®

Federal StatusNone State Status Watch List

DistributionT Fairly common migrant and winter resident throughout California, exceyeas with deep
snow. Uncommonmvinter migrant to Channel Islands. Uncommon permanent resident and breeder in mid
elevation habitats.

43 https://nrm.dfg.ca.gov/FileHandler.ashx?DocumentID=2107&inline=1
44 https://nrm.dfg.ca.gov/FileHandler.ashx?DocumentID=1663&irllne
45 https://nrm.dfg.ca.gov/FileHandler.ashx?DocumentID=1689&inline=1
46 https://nrm.dfg.ca.gdiileHandler.ashx?DocumentlD=16658ine=1
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Habitati Breeds in ponderosa pine, black oak, riparian deciduous, mixed conifer, and Jeffrey pine habitats.
Prefers, buhot restricted to, riparian hahts. North facing slopes, with plucking perches are critical
requirements. All habitats except alpine, open prairie, and bare desert used in winter.

Site Survey
Suitable riparian habitat was not found to be present antbe vicinity of the siteNo Sharpshinned hawksr

active/potentially active nests were located on site or in the vicinity during transect walks, but there is some
potentially suitable habitat (eand oftsite vegetation and structures) for nestirrgi$i

Discussion anédRecommendatn

1. An additional survey fonesting birdshall be required if construction activities do not begin prior to
APRIL 1, 2020.
2. An additional survey fonesting birdshall be required if there is a lapse of consiomcactivities for

30 continuousvorking days thereafter.

Southwestern willow flycatcherEmpidonax traillii extimus'’

Federal Status Endangered; State Statusndangered

DistributionT Rare and local breedar the southwestern U.S. and northwesterixikle Winters in Central and
Souh America. Below 6,000 feet elevation.

Habitati Extensive riparian areas of derg®tonwoodwillow or tamariskvegetation. Saturated soils, standing
water or nearby streams or pools are a nesting habitat component.

MigrationT United States during sunern Central America during winter.

Site/Nest Fidelity Some site fidelity to nest territories.

Site Survey
Suitable riparian habitat was not found to be present on or in the vicinity of thidsiBmuthwestern Willow

Flycatchers or active/potentialBctive nests were located on site or in the vicinity during transect walks, but
there is some potentially suitable habitat-(and offsite vegetation and structures) for nesting birds.

Discussion anéRecommendation

The Sn Bernardino County Biotic Mapdlicates this species is located approximately 3 miles east of the site.
According to the US Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS), no critical habitat is identified in the region (see
Figure 71 Southwest Willow Flycatcher Fehlly Identified Critical Habitd).

No Southwestern Willow Flycatchers or suitable hahitete located during the site surveys; however, the site
and vicinity contain habitat potentially suitable for nesting birds. Therefore, the following mitigatisnneea
shall be included with ensdnmental documents and project approvals:

1. An additional survey fonesting birdshall be required if construction activities do not begin prior to
APRIL 1, 2020.
2. An additional survey fonesting birdshall berequired if there is a lapse admstruction activities for

30 continuous working days thereafter.

ar http://ecos.fws.gov/ecp0/profile/speciesProfile?spcode=B094
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FIGURE 7 i SOUTHWESTERN WILLOW FLYCATCHER FEDERALLY IDENTIFIED CRITICAL HABITAT#®
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NOTE: This is a migratory bird species protected by the Migratarg Breaty Act (MBTA) of 1918 (1&J.S.C.
§703711) and under protectiarf the CESA! The CDFW Code §3503, §3503.5 and §3800 prohibit the take,
possession, or destruction of birds, their nests or. dmgdementation of the take provisions requires that
projectrelated disturbance at agti nesting territories be reduced or eliminated during critical phases of the
nesting cycle

48 http://ecos.fws.gov/ecpO/profile/speciesProfile?spcode=B094
49 https://mwww.fws.gov/birds/management/managpdcies/migratorpird-treatyad-protectedspecies.php

Planning: Masteand &annabis CEQABiIological, Native Plant & Phasedrts Real Estai® R/\\Services
EngineerinCivil Structurdl Sod Community RelaMarketing Studies Fisca&Feasibility Analysis
SurveyindsPS/GIS, Construction & ALTA 47 © Construction Management & Inspections


http://ecos.fws.gov/ecp0/profile/speciesProfile?spcode=B094
https://www.fws.gov/birds/management/managed-species/migratory-bird-treaty-act-protected-species.php

ALTEC Engineering Corp. (760) 242-9917

19531 US Highway 18 Fax (760) 242-9918
Apple Valley, CA 92307 RandyAICP@gmail.com

BIOLOGICAL BASELINE ASSESSMENT & NATIVE PLANT REPORT: 20+ ACRES, SENECA RD., VICTORVILLE, CA

Summer TanagerPiranga rubra®

Federal StatusNone State Status Species of Special Concern

Distributioni An uncommon (famerly common) summer resident ameeder in desert riparian habitat along
lower Colorado River; also occurs very locally elsewhere in southern California deserts.

Habitati Breeds, feeds, and covers in mature, desert riparian habitat dominated by cott®awd willows.

Site Survey
This site does not have preferred habitat of mature, desert riparian habitat dominated by cottonwoods and

willows for breeding and foraging or migration purpodés active/potentially active nests were located on site
or inthe vicinity during transect walk$lowever, there is some potentially suitable habitat for other nesting
birds.

Discussion and Recommendations
The site does not contain nor is it located near approprdddieat;however the following mitigation measas
shall be included with environm&al documents and project approvals:

1. An additional survey foBurrowing Owlsshall be required if construction activities do not begin prior
to APRIL 1, 2020.

2. An additional survey fonesting birdshall be equired if there is a lapse of constiantactivities for
30 continuous working days thereafter.

Tricolored Blackbird Agelaius tricoloP!

Federal Status Federal Species of ConcgfSC) State Status Species of Special Concern

DistributionT Common leally throughout Central Valley and inastal districts from Sonoma Co. south. In

winter, becomes more widespread along central coast and San Francisco Bay area and is found in portions of th
Colorado Desert.

Habitati Breeds near fresh water, preferalmyemergent wetland with tall, densdteds or tules, but also in

thickets of willow, blackberry, wild rose, tall herbs. Feeds in grassland and cropland habitats. Breeds locally in
northeastern California.

Site Survey
This site does not have preferteabitat of fresh water, preferably in ergent wetland with tall, dense cattails

or tules, but also in thickets of willow, blackberry, wild rose, tall herbs. Feeds in grassland and cropland habitats
for breeding and foraging or migration purpod¥s active/potentially active nests were locatadsite or in the
vicinity during transect walks. However, there is some potentially suitable habitat for other nesting birds.

Discussion and Recommendations
The site does not contain nor is it located near apiatejrabitat;however the following mitgation measures
shall be included with environmental documents and project approvals:

1. An additional survey foBurrowing Owlsshall be required if construction activities do not begin prior
to APRIL 1, 2020.

2. An additional survey fonesting birdshall be required if there is a lapse of construction activities for
30 continuous working days thereatfter.

50 https://nrm.dfg.ca.qgov/FileHandler.ashx?DocumentID=2127&inline=1
51 https://nrm.dfg.ca.gov/FileHandler.ashx?Document|D=2181&inline=1
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Vermilion flycatcher Pyrocephalus rubinu®

Federal StatusNone State Status Species of Special Coam

Distributioni A rare, local, yearlong s&dent along the Colorado River, especially in vicinity of Blythe,
Riverside Co.

Habitati Most numerous where riparian thickets edge on open, mesic habitats. Nesters inhabit cottonwood,
willow, mesquite, andther vegetation in desert riparian habitgaadnt to irrigated fields, irrigation ditches,
pastures and other open, mesic areas in isolated patches throughout central southern California.

Site Survey
This site does not have preferred habitat of wheaign thickets edge on open, mesic habitésters inhabit

cottonwood, willow, mesquite, and other vegetation in desert riparian habitat adjacent to irrigated fields,
irrigation ditches, pastures and other open, mesic areas in isolated patches throerghaluisouthern California
for breeding ad foraging or migration purposeso active/potentially active nests were located on site or in the
vicinity during transect walks. However, there is some potentially suitable habitat for other nesting birds.

Discussion and Recommendations
The site doesot contain nor is it located near approprizbitat;however the following mitigation measures
shall be included with environmental documents and project approvals:

1. An additional survey foBurrowing Owk shall be required if construction activitide not begin prior
to APRIL 1, 2020.

2. An additional survey fonesting birdshall be required if there is a lapse of construction activities for
30 continuous working days thereafter.

Willow Flycatcher Empidonax traillii®®

Federal StatusNone StateStatus Endangered

DistributionT A rare to locally uncommon, summer resident in wet meadow and montane riparian habitats at
20008000 ft in the Sierra Nevada and Cascade Range. Most often occurs indpemdiver valleys or large
mountain meadows witlush growth of shrubby willows. Has been observed breeding along the Santa Ynez
river in Santa Barbara County, and along the Santa Clara river in Ventura County. May still nest elsewhere in
lowland Califania, as in San Diego County, but records are tagkCommon spring (mitMay to early June)

and fall (midAugust to early September) migrant at lower elevations, primarily in riparian habitats throughout
the state exclusive of the North Coast

Habitati Most numerous where extensive thickets of low, devidews edge on wet meadows, ponds, or
backwaters

Site Survey
This site does not have preferred habitat of dense and numerous extensive thickets of low, dense willows edge

on wet meadows, ponds, or backers for breeding and foraging migrationpurpo®s No active/potentially
active nests were located on site or in the vicinity during transect walks. However, there is some potentially
suitable habitat for other nesting birds.

Discussion and Recommeatibns
The site does not contain nor is it locatexhr appropriatbabitat;however the following mitigation measures
shall be included with environmental documents and project approvals:

52 https://nrm.dfg.ca.qgov/FileHandlashx?DocumentID=1959&inline=1
53 https://nrm.dfg.ca.gov/FileHandler.ashx?DocumentID=1945&inline=1
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1. An additional survey foBurrowing Owlsshall be required ifanstruction activities do not begin prior
to APRIL 1, 2020.

2. An additional survey fonesting birdshall be required if there is a lapse of construction activities for
30 continuous working days thereatfter.

Yellow-billed Cuckoo Coccyzus americarté

Federal StatusNone State Status Endangered

DistributionT An uncommon to rare summer resident of valley foothill and desert riparian habitats in scattered
locations in California. Along the Colorado River, breeding population on California sidestiasted at 180
pairs in 1977. Additional pairs residethe Sacramento and Owens valleys; along the South Fork of the Kern
River, Kern Cainty, along the Santa Ana River, Riversideu@ty, and along the Amargosa River, Inyo and San
Bernardino canties. Also, may nest along Sdruis Rey River, San Diego Qaty.

Habitati Inhabits extensive deciduous riparian thickets or forests with denségvelorunderstory foliage,

and which abut on sloamoving watercourses, backwaters, or se@filow almost alwag a dominant
component of the vegetation. In Sacramentbeyaalsoutilizes adjacent orchards, especially of walnut. Along
Colorado River, may inhabit mesquitéckets where willow is absent

Site Survey
This site does not have preferred habitat okderxtensive deciduous riparian thickets or forestsdeitise,

low-level or understory foliage, and which abut on sloaving watercourses, backwaters, or seeps. Willow

almost always a dominant component of the vegetatinactive/potentially activeasts were located on site

or in the vicinity during trans walks. However, there is some potentially suitable habitat for other nesting
birds.

Discussion and Recommendations
The site does not contain nor is it located near approjpddieat; however the following mitigation measures
shall be included withresironmental documents and project approvals:

1. An additional survey foBurrowing Owlsshall be required if construction activities do not begin prior
to APRIL 1, 2020.

2. An additional surey fornesting birdshall be required if there is a lapse ohstruction activities for
30 continuous working days thereafter.

Yellow-breasted Chatlcteria virens®

Federal StatusNone State Statué Species of Special Concern

DistributionT Uncommonsummer resident and migrant in coastal California and in it®tiithe

Sierra Nevada. Found up to about 4800 ft in valley foothill riparian, and up to 6500 ft east of the Sierra Nevada
in desert riparian habitats. Uncommon along coast of northerrofadifeast to Cascades and occurs only

locally south of Mendocim County. In southern California, breeds locally on the coast and very locally inland

In migration, may be found in lower elevations of mountains in riparian habitat.

Habitati Frequents densberushy thickets and tangles near water, and thick understaparian woodland.

Requires riparian thickets of willow and other brushy tangles near watercourses for cover.

54 https://nrm.dfg.ca.qgov/FileHandler.ashx?DocumentID=1855&inline=1
5 https://nrm.dfg.ca.gov/FileHandler.ashx?DocumentID=2125&inline=1
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Site Survey
This site does not have preferred habitat of dense, brushy thackktangles near water, and thick understory

in riparian woodlad. Requires riparian thickets of willow and other brushy tangles near watercourses for cover
riparian deciduous habitats in summer: cottonwoods, willows, alders, and other small treestzt/plual of

low, opencanopy riparian woodland. Also breedsmontane shrubbery in open conifer forests. In migration,
visits woodland, forest, and shrub habit&te active/potentially active nests were located on site or in the
vicinity during transet walks. However, there is some potentially suitable habitaitfer nesting birds.

Discussion and Recommendations
The site does not contain nor is it located near approprdddieat;however the following mitigation measures
shall be included witlenvironmental documents and project approvals:

1. An additionalsurvey forBurrowing Owlsshall be required if construction activities do not begin prior
to APRIL 1, 2020.

2. An additional survey fonesting birdshall be required if there is a lapsf construction activities for
30 continuous working days thereafter

Yellow Warbler Dendroica petechi&

Federal Status None State Status CSC

DistributionT Breeding distribution includes from the coast range in Del Norte county, east to Modaw plat
south along coast range to Santa Barbara and Ventura count@em@aavestern slope of Sierra Nevada south
to Kern county. Also breeds along eastern side of California from the Lake Tahoe area south through Inyo
county. Also breeds in several south€alifornia mountain ranges and throughout most of San Diego county.
Winters in Imperial and Coloradiver valleys. Breeds in riparian woodlands from coastal and desert lowlands
up to 8000 ft in Sierra Nevada. Also breeds in montane chaparral, anehipapderosa piremd mixed conifer
habitats withsubstantial amounts brush.

Habitati Found in riparian deciduous habitats in summer: cottonwoods, willows, alders, and other small trees
and shrubs typical of low, oparanopy riparian woodland. Also leds in montane shrubbery in open conifer
forests. In migration, visitawoodland, forest, and shrub habitats.

Site Survey
This site does not hayeeferred habitat of riparian deciduous habitats in summer: cottonwoods, willows, alders,

and other small treeand shrubs typical of low, opeanopy riparian woodland. Also breeih montane
shrubbery in open conifer forests. In migration, visits woodland, forest, and shrub halmtatgive/potentially
active nests were located on site or in the vicinityrdutransect walks. However, there is some potentially
suitable habitafior other nesting birds.

Discussion and Recommendations
The site does not contain nor is it located near approjpadtieat; however the following mitigation measures
shall be inclded with environmental documents and project approvals:

1. An additioral survey foBurrowing Owlsshall be required if construction activities do not begin prior
to APRIL 1, 2020.

2. An additional survey fonesting birdshall be required if therie a lapse of construction activities for
30 continuous working days thereat

56 https://nrm.dfg.ca.qgov/FileHhller.ashx?DocumentlD=2109&inline=1

Planning: Masteand &annabis CEQABiIological, Native Plant & Phasedrts Real Estai® R/\\Services
EngineerinCivil Structurdl Sod Community RelaMarketing Studies Fisca&Feasibility Analysis
SurveyindsPS/GIS, Construction & ALTA 51 © Construction Management & Inspections


https://nrm.dfg.ca.gov/FileHandler.ashx?DocumentID=2109&inline=1

ALTEC Engineering Corp. (760) 242-9917

19531 US Highway 18 Fax (760) 242-9918
Apple Valley, CA 92307 RandyAICP@gmail.com

BIOLOGICAL BASELINE ASSESSMENT & NATIVE PLANT REPORT: 20+ ACRES, SENECA RD., VICTORVILLE, CA

NATIVE AND NATIVE DESERT PLANTS
Specific Wildlife: The specific plants identified during the literature review are discussed in detail below.

The field survey of the Siteonsists of a series of traverses that are walked at 30 ¢h@te) foot intervals
through the Site and perimeter property litelocate native desert plants existing on the. 3iteloser, more
detailed examination is given to areas of irregular togaigjcal features such as washes, erosion channels,
manmadelterations and debris, and elevated clumps, Junipers or rings of vegetation.

EVIDENCE

During the survey any visual signs of Native Desert Plants are noted. In California there -a(@) miradn

genera (groups) of cacti and the phenomenon involvedswitimineral variations, integradation,

hybridization, elevation and intearietal hybrids create a difference of opinion from botanists and
classifications. The NATIVE PLANT LOCATION MAP hasgbe n enhanced with number
Joshua Treg Beavertail, Yucca, etc. for reference.

NATIVE AND NATIVE DESERT PLANTS - CONTINUED

Joshua Tree Beavertail
Our Lordbds Candle [Candl Mesquite

Century Plant Parry Nolina
Dalea/Smoke Tree Mojave Yucca
Creosote bush -1 ORing min. i [Greasewood]

AGAVACEAE T AGAVE FAMILY:

Joshua Trees: {5} 1 Joshua Treegrucca brevifoliawere found within the Site.

Joshuabdés under 3 feet (dengthdlasti@yedgtsgioame been o0bs
abundance on fire Sitelleto the lack of squirrels eating the seeds and competing vegetation

for rainfall, other than the dominate and invasive plant speiiss, this area of the Mojave

Desert typically receives annualinfall (also dew and snow), and twice the average rainfal

than most other areas of the Mojave Desert and
the rate Therefore a 3oot Joshua will likely be at least half of the age, or younger , than
otherhoshuads | ocated f art hemustsurvivecandtxpegenddoj ave Des
multi-year droughts and half the moisture areaerage andormalzedbasis Therefore,

most of these Victor Valley Joshua seedlings will not survive the stressrefdhation

process during the first 5 years of relooatand are not designated for relocation

Mojave Yucca: 07 Mojave Yucca/Spanish Dagg@rucca schidigera)

Our Lorddéds Candl0dOur Lordods Ca fyddcewhigptei)d! ewo od

Century Plant: 071 Century Plan{Agave deserti)

Parry Nolina: 07 Parry Nolina/Nolina/Beargragblolina parryi)
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CACTACEAE i CACTUS FAMILY:
Beavertail Cactusii s h-p ot nt 0] i Beavertail CactufOpuntia basilaris var. brachyclada)
17 Beavetail CactugOpuntia basilarisfound and will be persatly
relocated to my office or home
LEGUMINOSAE i PEA FAMILY:
Dalea/Smoke Tree: 07 Dalea/Smoke Tre@Parosela spinosa and other var.)
Mesquite: 07 Mesquite(Prosopis var.)

ZYGOPHYLLACEAE i CALTROP FAMILY:

Creosote Bush: /0/7 Creosote bsheqLarrea tridentataywith 10-foot minimunrings
were found within the project Site and RigiftWays.

OTHER PLANTS AND GRAPHICS ON THE FOLLOWING PAGES
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